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2. Ministry of Health 
 Programme Update 

This item updates you on Manatū Hauora’s Long COVID work programme. Progress since the last update 
includes the following:  

• After receiving feedback from the Long COVID Expert Advisory Group that its members did not 
adequately represent pacific peoples, disabled persons, and young people, the Director-General has 
approved the addition of three members to the group to represent these communities. These 
members joined the group for the second meeting held on 13 July 2022.  

• A second draft of the clinical guidelines for Long COVID rehabilitation have been prepared (based on 
Expert Advisory Group comment). It is expected this will be finalised and published in August 2022.   

• Manatū Hauora published the clinical guidelines for acute COVID-19 and case definitions for Long 
COVID on the Manatū Hauora website.   

• Manatū Hauora has undertaken international engagement to discuss approaches for Long COVID 
rehabilitation and support service delivery. Recently this has included engagement with C-Support, a 
national clinic in the Netherlands funded by the Dutch Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport to support 
individuals with ongoing symptoms from COVID-19.   

• Work continues to implement clinical codes in primary and secondary care patient management 
systems. These codes are used to differentiate between acute COVID-19, ongoing symptomatic COVID-
19 and Long COVID for data collection, analysis, and reporting, and are important for an accurate 
representation of the prevalence of Long COVID in the population.   

Next steps 

Upcoming milestones for the Long COVID work programme include:  

• Continued engagement with communities and the national Te Whatu Ora leads for Long COVID, and 
additional international engagement with other jurisdictions to discuss approaches and learnings from 
Long COVID service delivery.  

• Publication of the Clinical Guidelines for Long COVID Rehabilitation in Aotearoa New Zealand. A 
process is underway to make the content available through Health Pathways, and the Awhina app.   

• Ongoing development of clinical resources for Long COVID for inclusion in Health Navigator, Health 
Pathways and the Awhina app.  

• Development and delivery of a community of practice and primary care webinar on Long COVID, to be 
available by early August 2022. 

 

COVID-19 TAG 

The COVID-19 Technical Advisory Group (COVID-19 TAG) met on 15 July 2022 and discussed the following 
items: 

• Update on the pandemic response; 

•  

• Variants of concern threat assessment. 

The next COVID-19 TAG meeting is scheduled for 12 August 2022. 

CV TAG 

The COVID-19 Vaccine Technical Advisory Group (CV TAG) met on 19 July 2022. Updates from this meeting will 
be provided in next week’s report.  
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• one is about facilities; and 

• one is the Chief Ombudsman’s self-initiated investigation. 

There are 66 preliminary enquiries. Preliminary enquiries are cases where the Ombudsman requests the file to 
assess the complaint and determine next steps. 
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4. Border Executive Board Report    
5.1 Items to Note/Update 

 

The Board met on 20 July 2022.  

Systems Improvement: Infrastructure at airports 

The Board received an update on the Infrastructure at Airports initiative which is engaging with New Zealand’s 
six largest airports on the regulatory requirements and infrastructure needs of border agencies at these 
airports. The airports are Auckland, Christchurch, Wellington, Queenstown, Dunedin, and Invercargill.  

The programme of work is in the early stages and is progressing well with positive engagement from the airport 
companies. Reflecting the health presence at airports, the Ministry of Health is involved with identifying and 
scoping requirements. The Board will receive an update from the Chief Executive of Auckland International 
Airport Limited at the 27 July 2022 meeting about changes in Auckland,  

   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
  

New Zealand Traveller Declaration monthly programme update 

The Board received its regular monthly update on the New Zealand Traveller Declaration programme  
 
 

  

 
 

  

Rescheduling meeting with responsible Minister  

Your Office has been contacted to discuss the possibility of you meeting Board members at the 10 August 2022 
meeting.  

The next meeting is 27 July 2022. 
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5. New Zealand Customs Service Weekly Report    
 Items to Note/Updates 

 

This information will now be reported monthly with the next update on 5 August 2022. 
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6. Advisory Groups, Forums, and Panels 
There are no updates from the COVID-19 Chief Executive Board; Strategic COVID-19 Public Health Advisory 
Group; or the Business Leaders Forum this week. 
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7. Upcoming Cabinet Papers 
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