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Purpose

1. This aide memoire provides a brief update onthe testing innovation work programme.

Regulatory workstream

Rapid review

2. Aprovider has been engaged for the COVID-19 Point-of-Care Testing (POCT) regulatory
framework review. The review will. begin. Monday 4 July with advice on any
recommendations arising from/the rapid review expected late-August.

3. Governance arrangements have been finalised with a governance group made up of
Ministry of Health (MoH).and Health New Zealand (HNZ) General Managers set up to
oversee the project. Their first meeting is scheduled for Friday 1 July.

Wider regulatory review.
4. MoH is continuing its.desktop scan of relevant documents on testing and innovation.

5. Following.the first innovation and futures workshop, which included a session on
regulatory frameworks for testing innovation, MoH is considering how it can inform the
development of guiding principles for the regulation of COVID-19 testing and innovation.
Infparticular, workshop participants discussed how regulation can be performance-
oriented and permissive while ensuring products are safe and effective, and that
balancing a number of priorities in the right way is the best way to support innovation
with regulation.

Innovation and futures workstream

6. On Wednesday 29 June, officials from the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet
(DPMC), the Ministry of Business, Innovation, and Employment (MBIE), MoH, and HNZ
convened the first of two workshops, facilitated by PwC. Around forty attendees from
across the health and the innovation sectors were in attendance.
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7. Following scene setting — including COVID-19 testing and why we need to innovate, and
an overview of the New Zealand testing system and innovation system — the workshop
moved into smaller facilitated discussions. The first session covered New Zealand’s
testing innovation system and the second session covered the regulatory framework
underpinning the testing innovation system. Participants engaged on the purposes,
opportunities, and barriers in these systems and looked at what shifts would be required
to get to ‘good’.

8. The second workshop is scheduled for 8 July, and officials are continuing to finalise the
agenda in light of the discussions from the first workshop. DPMC will report back to you
after that workshop, prior to the interim report being submitted to you.
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