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2. Ministry of Health 
 

 

This item updates you on the current COVID-19 and National Immunisation Programme (NIP) research 
round being led jointly by Manatū Hauora and Te Whatu Ora. The Ministry of Health last updated you on 
this round in the Weekly Report dated 7 July 2022. 

On 13 April 2022, Minister Little announced the COVID-19 and NIP research round. As part of this research 
round, Manatū Hauora sought investigator-initiated research projects with terms of up to 12 months and 
up to a maximum value of $500,000.  

Manatū Hauora received 116 registrations of interest, of which 75 were submitted as full proposals. An 
internal evaluation panel met on 12 July 2022 to select the top ranked proposals based on scientific merit, 
Te Tiriti responsiveness, equity considerations, and impact.  

The steering group, chaired by Professor Ian Town, met on 18 July 2022 to consider the recommendations 
made by the evaluation panel. The steering group agreed on 23 proposals to put forward to the Director-
General of Health for approval. The steering group made its recommendations based on the strategic 
alignment of each proposal with Manatū Hauora-identified priorities, and the likely impact of each project 
on the COVID-19 response and NIP.  

Given the quality, strategic alignment and impact of the proposals, NIP (now in the National Public Health 
Service, Te Whatu Ora) made an additional $600,000 funding available for this research round.  

The Director-General of Health approved all 23 proposals for funding, a total of $9.6 million.  

Next steps 

Manatū Hauora will send Ministers an aide mémoire in the week of 15 August 2022 detailing the successful 
proposals and next steps for your information and decision, respectively. 

Manatū Hauora will discuss with your office the approach to announcing the successful applicants with the 
intent of making these announcements soon. Once the approach to announcements have been agreed, 
Manatū Hauora will inform the applicants of the outcome. Contract negotiations will then begin with the 
successful applicants.  

It is anticipated that funded projects will be underway in September 2022 subject to meeting contract 
conditions.  

 

COVID-19 TAG 

The COVID-19 Technical Advisory Group (COVID-19 TAG) did not meet this week, with the next meeting 
scheduled for 12 August 2022. 

CV TAG 

The COVID-19 Vaccine Technical Advisory Group (CV TAG) did not meet this week, with the next meeting 
scheduled for 16 August 2022.  

Therapeutics TAG 

The COVID-19 Therapeutics Technical Advisory Group (Therapeutics TAG) did not meet this week, with the 
next meeting scheduled for 5 August 2022. 
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Māori update 

A number of vaccination events continue to be held across the motu. There remains an increasing focus on 
running events which centre on collective aspects of whānau hauora and wellbeing. A number of these events 
also provide support in the form of kai vouchers, movie vouchers and winter wellness packs. 

Events held in the last week include: 

• A drive-thru vaccination clinic at Northland Event Centre on 30 July, with all COVID-19, flu and MMR 
vaccinations available. This event achieved a 200 percent increase on vaccinations provided to each of 
the previous Saturdays in July, with eight first doses, eight second doses, 237 first boosters, 74 second 
boosters, 44 paediatric doses and 26 flu vaccinations delivered. Given this success, Te Tai Tokerau is 
considering running a second drive-through.    

• A vaccination event was held on 28 July at Waikawa marae in Marlborough, with 22 boosters provided 
at the event. 

Upcoming events include: 

• The programme is working on implementation planning for kura-focused hauora days as part of the 
Mā Te Kōrero Ka Eke education strategy and will be furthering this mahi to support running these 
events. 

• Te Ngaakau a Kiwi Trust, a budding health provider in the Waikato, have engaged with Te Whatu Ora 
Waikato to establish themselves as a mobile services provider and will be hosting their first vaccination 
event on 7 August. This event has been planned in partnership with the local Kapa Haka rōpu and will 
have a mobile vaccination clinic, along with other hauora services such as health checks and mirimiri. 

Pacific update  

Over the weekend of 29 to 31 July, two Pacific providers delivered three community-led vaccination events in 
South Auckland. Pasefika Family Health Group delivered a drive-through vaccination event on Friday 29 July at 
the Manurewa flea market and a pop-up vaccination event on Saturday at the Clevedon Community Centre 
where walk-ins were welcomed. The Tongan Health Society worked in collaboration with one of South 
Auckland’s largest Tongan churches to set up an on-site pop-up vaccination event targeting hesitant and hard-
to-reach families within the church community.  
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843 vaccinations were delivered in total across these three events - 434 were COVID-19 vaccinations, and 409 
influenza vaccinations. Across all three events, COVID-19 booster doses were the most popular vaccinations 
administered with 361 of the 434 being boosters.  

Disability update 

Vaccination rates for all people supported by Disability Support Services (DSS) funding have remained 
consistent for the past few weeks, at 90 percent for primary doses, and 78 percent uptake for booster doses. 
For 5 to 11-year-olds who receive DSS funding, uptake has also remained consistent at 29 percent fully 
vaccinated, and a further 22 percent partially vaccinated. 

This cohort of disabled people supported by DSS funding represents a very small proportion of New Zealand’s 
estimated 1.2 million disabled people. When considering vaccination rates of disabled people more broadly, 
research by the Social Wellbeing Agency revealed that vaccination rates for disabled people are higher than 
those for the general population, a trend which has held across ethnicities. For disabled children aged 5 to 11 
years, the Social Wellbeing Agency has also found that vaccination rates are higher compared to non-disabled 
children. This difference was most significant when looking at vaccination rates for disabled Māori tamariki 
and non-disabled Māori tamariki. 

As has been the trend for some time, uptake of the COVID-19 vaccine is higher for those who solely access 
mental health services than for those who solely access Alcohol and Other Drug (AOD) services. 87 percent of 
those who solely use mental health services are fully vaccinated, while this figure is 82 percent for those who 
solely use AOD services. This trend holds for booster uptake, with 60 percent of those who solely use mental 
health services having received a booster compared with 50 percent of AOD service users. 

The programme has developed a range of initiatives to lift vaccination uptake among these populations. This 
includes $350,000 in funding to develop a suite of Social Stories and communications tools to support 
neurodiverse and disabled New Zealanders through the vaccination journey, and the funding of 19 peer 
support mental health and AOD organisations across the motu through the COVID-19 vaccine and 
immunisation peer support fund. Additional funding has also been allocated within the programme’s equity 
budget to support high-needs populations. 

 

As of 2 August 2022, there is one suspected active Monkeypox (MPX) case in Aotearoa. This case, and the two 
previously confirmed cases of MPX, are all isolated cases. Infections for all three cases were likely acquired 
overseas and there is no evidence that suggests there is community transmission within New Zealand.  

Te Whatu Ora is expecting a smallpox vaccine appropriate for MPX pre-and post-exposure treatment to arrive 
in Aotearoa within the next few months. This is only produced in low volumes and is not currently available in 
Aotearoa, therefore import permission is being sought through the Ministry for Primary Industries. There are 
limited stocks of earlier generation smallpox vaccines in Aotearoa, and Te Whatu Ora will be seeking advice on 
its safety and efficacy in the interim. Pharmac have not approved the use of these earlier generation smallpox 
vaccines yet.  

Te Whatu Ora is prepared for testing of acute cases, however national capacity for widespread testing is limited 
due to laboratories experiencing delays. 

Te Whatu Ora and Manatū Hauora continue to work closely to monitor the zoonotic disease. A Monkeypox 
report will be provided to the Minister of Health and Associate Minister of Health weekly, beginning today (5 
August 2022).  
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•  one is about facilities; and 

•  one is the Chief Ombudsman’s self-initiated investigation. 

To date, 202 investigations have been closed, with the Chief Ombudsman issuing 90 opinions in MBIE’s favour 
and eight final opinions against MBIE. 

There are 70 preliminary enquiries. Preliminary enquiries are cases where the Ombudsman requests the file 
to assess the complaint and determine next steps. 
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5. Border Executive Board Report    
 

 

The Board met on 4 August 2022. The focus of the meeting was on how the border agencies can support the 
Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI) manage the risk of foot and mouth disease arriving into New Zealand.  
MPI have established a Foot and Mouth Taskforce to respond to the risk. 

New Zealand Traveller Declaration 

The Board discussed how the New Zealand Traveller Declaration (NZTD) could support MPI to manage the risk 
of foot and mouth disease from air passengers. The Board were advised that the current legislative settings 
require passengers to arrive in New Zealand before MPI can collect and use bio-security information.  

The Board asked agencies to explore the option of seeking changes to primary legislation to collect and use 
information. The Board noted urgent changes to biosecurity legislation could be required if foot and mouth 
disease arrives in Australia.  

The Board agreed that MPI will lead a briefing to the Ministers of Customs and Biosecurity on the options for 
using NZTD, the collection and use of information offshore, and changes to primary legislative settings which 
could be needed quickly. MPI will engage with the Privacy Commissioner.  

MPI will continue its multi-layered approach at the border, including using Customs e-gates to screen 
passengers, along with working with other agencies and the private sector through its Foot and Mouth 
Taskforce. 

The Board will receive an update later in August 2022 on using NZTD to manage risks at the maritime border. 

The Board acknowledged that where practical, border agencies should aim to manage risk offshore and 
supported extending this capability while balancing legal and privacy considerations.  

 

Foot and Mouth Disease  

The Director General of Primary Industries updated the Board on the risk of foot and mouth disease and the 
implications of the disease being found in New Zealand and Australia.  The Board noted and acknowledged the 
significant impact its arrival in New Zealand would have on farming and the economy, and the implications for 
Pacific nations. 

The Board noted the range of activity underway through the MPI Taskforce which included managing the risk 
at maritime ports (including currently managing a vessel from Indonesia) and exploring options to increase 
workforce capacity.  

 

The next meeting is scheduled for 10 August 2022. 

 

Coverage of the re-opening  

There was some positive media reporting of the re-opening of the maritime border this week although 
coverage focused on the re-opening of the air border to students and visitors. Both the New Zealand Customs 
Services and Health New Zealand have been approached by media for interviews. Ministry of Business, 
Innovation and Employment (MBIE) Tourism continues to engage with Regional Tourism Operators. The Unite 
Against COVID-19 website has been updated with information for maritime travellers. 

Border agencies are prepared for the first cruise ship passengers to arrive in the coming days and are having 
fortnightly meetings with the cruise industry. All small vessels will be met by Customs officials and currently 
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must arrive at Opua. From 31 August 2022, small vessels will be allowed to arrive at all seven ports that were 
open pre-COVID-19: Opua, Whangarei, Auckland (Westhaven Marina), Auckland (Harbour Viaduct Marina and 
Silo Park Marina), Tauranga, Picton, and Lyttelton. 

New Zealand Traveller Declaration 

The primary outstanding policy issue is that the New Zealand Traveller Declaration is not mandated in the 
Maritime Border Order and so it cannot be used to verify the vaccination status of arriving passengers. Instead 
border agencies will be checking the advance passenger information sent by cruise ships prior to arrival and 
will be sampling a small proportion of arriving passengers. The compliance and verification processes will need 
to be further refined before large volumes of passengers arrive later in the year, including when cruise 
companies have used a third-party company to verify passengers’ vaccinations. The first cruise ship due on 12 
August 2022 will provide the first chance to test our systems, and we will provide an update to you. Border 
agencies are also preparing for different scenarios that might arise when larger volumes of ships arrive. 

Managing COVID-19 on board 

Guidance about managing situations where COVID-19 outbreaks have occurred on board will be provided to 
the cruise industry and Public Health Units with the clear expectation that positive cases will isolate on board. 
The COVID-19 Protection Framework will apply to passengers, including isolation requirements for positive 
cases and those that share a cabin with them. The Director-General of Health has issued several directions to: 

• Provide clear legal authority to allow Pratique to be granted where COVID-19 exists or existed on a 
vessel. 

• Specify the form and content of notice of arrival for ships. 

• Specify what constitutes “vaccinated” at the maritime border. 

• Specify evidence of vaccination at the maritime border. 

Future vaccination requirements 

If there is any change to the vaccination requirements for passengers arriving by sea as a result of the post-
Winter strategy, there are likely to be some operational challenges if there is a short lead in time as passengers 
may have boarded a cruise ship up to a month before it arrives in New Zealand. If vaccination requirements 
are retained beyond September 2022, a legal basis for the use of the New Zealand Traveller Declaration for 
maritime arrivals needs to be found, possibly within the Maritime Border Order. 

Biosecurity 

Separately, the Ministry for Primary Industries has been working closely with the cruise industry to strengthen 
awareness of and compliance with the biosecurity requirements given the length of time since many of the 
crew and ships have operated here.  
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6. New Zealand Customs Service Weekly Report 
 

 

As part of the Reconnecting New Zealanders programme, the COVID-19 Public Health Response (Air Border) 
Order 2021 came into force on 28 February 2022.  

The requirement for passengers to undertake pre-departure testing was removed at 11.59pm on 20 June 2022. 
Customs staff continue to undertake compliance checks for all passengers for evidence of vaccination 
verification or exemption or a New Zealand Travel Declaration (NZTD). Customs Airline Liaison Officers are 
reporting increased numbers of manual Traveller Declaration forms being given to passengers who have 
arrived at the airport with a valid and completed NZTD. Travellers who do not provide the required evidence 
may incur an infringement offence fee between $500 and $1,000 depending on the nature of the offence.  

For the period 1 July 2022 31 July 2022 (both dates inclusive), a total of 307,489 passengers travelled to New 
Zealand. Of this number, seven were considered to not meet the requirements for air travel into New Zealand. 
As a result, the seven travellers were issued with an infringement offence fee for not meeting vaccination 
verification requirements. 

 

Return of foreign vessels 

The maritime border opened to foreign flagged vessels at 11.59pm on 31 July 2022. This allows foreign-flagged 
vessels, including cruise ships, recreational vessels (yachts, super yachts, and small craft), and specialist vessels 
used in research and exploration, to arrive into New Zealand. 

All people arriving on cruise, passenger and recreational vessels are required to be vaccinated to arrive into 
New Zealand, unless they are excused or exempt, while people arriving on all other vessels e.g. cargo, fishing, 
specialist craft are still required to undertake mandatory testing before entering the community. 

The Pacific Explorer, operated by Carnival Australia is scheduled to arrive into Auckland from Australia on 12 
August 2022 with 1,160 passengers and 860 crew on board. There will be no passenger exchange, with only a 
very small number of crew expected to disembark in Auckland. 

On 1 August 2022, Customs along with multiple agencies and stakeholders attended a full walk-through of the 
arrival berth at Ports of Auckland. This allowed all agencies to input and provide advice around arrival 
requirements and layout for passenger processing and vaccination verification. The walk-through went 
extremely well with all government agencies confirming the facility and floor plan is suitable for facilitation 
and enforcement requirements. The walk-through also gave the cruise industry representatives an opportunity 
to further engage with agencies to confirm arrangements.   

The vaccination requirements outlined in the Maritime Border Order require cruise passengers and crew to be 
either vaccinated, exempt, or excused. Assurance processes are being developed alongside other agencies. 
Customs continues to work with the Ministry of Transport, Maritime New Zealand, Health New Zealand, other 
agencies and the cruise industry on operational requirements and readiness to manage the return of cruise 
vessels once the border reopens for all foreign-flagged vessels. 

Small craft 

Agreement has been reached that from 31 August 2022 small craft will be able to arrive at all ports that were 
approved prior to the COVID-19 pandemic. In addition to Opua, this will see the return of small craft arriving 
in Marsden Cove, Auckland, Tauranga, Picton and Lyttelton. 

Engagement was undertaken and agreement on this proposal was reached by Customs, the Ministry for 
Primary Industries, Maritime New Zealand, the Ministry for Business, Innovation and Employment, and 
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external marina stakeholders. Engagement with local iwi engagement in those regions are ongoing to ensure 
that they are kept well informed and to provide reassurance that the risk of COVID-19 being introduced by 
small craft is mitigated. 

Vaccination provisions required by amendments to the Maritime Border Order require small craft passengers 
and crew to be either vaccinated, exempt, or excused. One hundred per cent of small craft passengers and 
crew will have their vaccination status verified upon arrival. Verification and compliance assurance processes 
are currently being confirmed. 

Commercial craft 

The amendments to the Maritime Border Order in May 2022 resulted in a shift to how Public Health Units 
generally manage cases of COVID-19 on board maritime vessels, and as such it became less likely for a vessel 
to be formally placed under quarantine notice. As a result, minor amendments have been made to the Vessel 
Management Framework, to expand its use for vessels that have positive cases on board. The framework now 
includes considerations for cruise ships.  

Maritime New Zealand and Customs have sought agreement from Health New Zealand to the amendments 
and once this is received it will replace the currently published version. 

 

 
 
 

 

De-escalation 

The Maritime Group is moving through the change management process of de-escalation, and are tracking 
ahead of proposed timeframes with no issues emerging. 

The proposed structure will be in effect from 22 September 2022, with reduction of physical port presence 
beginning from 1 August 2022. 
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7. COVID-19 Chief Executives Board 
The COVID-19 Chief Executive Board did not meet this week, with the next meeting scheduled for 23 August 
2022. 

8. Strategic COVID-19 Public Health Advisory Group 
The Strategic COVID-19 Public Health Advisory Group did not meet this week, with the next meeting scheduled 
for 10 August 2022. 
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