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Briefing

ALERT LEVEL REQUIREMENTS AMENDMENT
ORDER FOR SIGNING

To Minister for COVID-19|Response (Hon!Chris Hipkins)

Date 14/09/2021 Priority URGENT
Deadline  14/09/2021 Briefing Number  DPMC-2021/22-340
Purpose

Attached to this briefing is the proposed COVID-19/Public Health /Response (Alert Level
Requirements) Order (No 11) Amendment Order (No' 3) 2021, which we recommend that you
sign. This order makes various amendments to the currentAlert Level 2 and 4 settings.

This briefing summarises the effect of the amendments and confirms that the necessary
procedural requirements for the making of COVID-19 Orders have been complied with.

Recommendations

1. Note that this brief provides a$ummary of the key provisions of the
proposed Order.

2. Note that the neceéssary procedural requirements for the making of
COVID-19 Orders have been complied with.

3. Sign the COVID-19 Public Health Response (Alert Level
Requirements) Otder (No 11) Amendment Order (No 3) 2021

(Attachment A).
Ben White Hon Chris Hipkins
Manager, Strategy and Policy Minister for COVID-9 Response
COVID-19 Group, DPMC
“.1.00.21 5,92
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Contact for telephone discussion if required:

1st

Ben White : Manager, Strategy and SO
Policy, COVID-19 Group,
DPMC
Jess Gorman | Principal Solicitor, DPMC | S9@)a) v

Minister’s office comments:

Noted

Seen

Approved

Needs change
Withdrawn

Not seen by Minister
Overtaken by events
Referred to

Oooooooo
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ALERT LEVEL REQUIREMENTS AMENDMENT
ORDER FOR SIGNING

Summary of the amendments

Clarifying the rules with regard to venue hire and social gatherings at Alert Level 2

1. There is some ambiguity in the current Order about whether a gathering held in a food and
drink business hired exclusively for the purposes of the gathering needs to apply the rules
that relate to social gatherings or the rules that apply to a food and drink business. This
would apply, for example, to a wedding reception held a restaurant, where the whole gpace
is booked for that purpose.

2. The Amendment Order removes this ambiguity by specifying that exclusive hire of a venue
constitutes a social gathering. It remains a requirement for workers at soeial gatherings to
wear face coverings in line with the rules that would apply in comparable. hospitality
settings. The Amendment Order makes it an infringement offence te fail to’comply with this
requirement.

Clarifying the rules about multiple activities occurring at the same venue at Alert Level 2

3. There is currently a degree of uncertainty about the settings:that apply to a business,
service or facility with an on-licence or a club licence that hosts more than one type of
activity. An example of this is a bar that also includes a class four gaming room (i.e. poker
machines) and/or a pool room.

4. The Amendment Order addresses this by:

a) specifying that people are able to play at gambling machines within licensed venues
provided that food and drink.is'not'served or consumed at those machines, that the 1-
metre physical distancing rule applies and that face coverings must be worn; and

b) clarifying that the rules for food and drink businesses apply with respect of all people in
such venues regardless of whether they are eating or drinking, e.g. this confirms dance
floors or pool tables eould not operate in the premises.

Clarifying the scope of businesses that can occur in-home at Alert Level 4
5. The schedule that relates to the type of businesses that are able to occur in a person’s
home at Alert Level 4 can presently be read to be much narrower than intended, preventing

necessary services being able to be provided to people that may require them.

6. The Amendment Order specifies with greater clarity the types of business and services that
may,occur in-home by specifying that the following can occur in-home:

a) building, construction, and maintenance services required to address immediate risks
to health and safety.

b) utility services relating to the installation and maintenance of the following, required to
address immediate risks to health and safety:
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Attachment A:
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