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Office of the Leader of the House  

Ad Hoc Cabinet Committee on COVID-19 Response 

 
COVID-19 Response (Urgent Management Measures) Bill 
Proposal 

1 This paper seeks agreement to an Omnibus Bill to put in place the necessary 
arrangements for an effective response to COVID-19. 

Background 

2 This Bill contains amendments to Epidemic Preparedness, Local Government, 
Local Government Official Information and Meetings, Civil Defence Emergency 
Management, Residential Tenancies, and Education legislation.   

3 New Zealand will move to Alert Level 4 in response to COVID-19 at 11.59pm on 
Wednesday 25 March 2020.  The Bill is needed to put in place the necessary 
arrangements in order to implement Alert Level 4, or where the arrangements 
are essential to respond effectively to COVID-19.  

4 Alert Level 4 will mean: 

4.1 People are required to stay home (other than for essential services, 
health emergencies, and accessing food and essentials); 

4.2 All educational facilities and ECE centres will be closed; 

4.3 Bars, restaurants and public venues closed; 

4.4 Business premises closed to workers and the public;  

4.5 Rationing of supplies and requisitioning of facilities; 

4.6 No non-essential travel; 

4.7 Major reprioritisation of health care. 

Analysis  

5 As New Zealand moves to an Alert Level 4 in response to the COVID-19 
response, it will important to minimise the economic impacts as much as 
possible, and have the provisions in place to support a unified and consistent 
response.  The amendments will achieve this by: 

5.1 Allowing for the court system to respond as necessary when issues are 
identified; 

5.2 Lessening the economic impacts for tenants; 
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Proactive Release 

16 The paper will be proactively released subject to redaction as appropriate under 
the Official Information Act 1982. 

Recommendations 

The Leader of the House recommends that the Committee: 

1 Note that at 11.59pm on 25 March 2020 New Zealand will move to Alert Level 4 
in response to COVID-19; 

2 Note that a number of legislative amendments are needed in order to put the 
necessary arrangements in place; 

3 Agree that the following amendments are included in the Epidemic Response 
Omnibus Bill: 

3.1 Amend the Epidemic Preparedness Act to: 

3.1.1 Add District Court Judges to the list of those that can alter the 
rules of the court; 

3.2 Amend the Local Government Act 2002 to: 

3.2.1 Enable Civil Defence Emergency Management Groups and 
Local Governments to attend meetings by audio or visual link; 

3.2.2 Remove the need for a physical quorum for CDEM and council 
meetings and make other changes to facilitate audio or audio-
visual meetings;   

3.3 Amend the Residential Tenancies Act 1986 to: 

3.3.1 Enact rent and eviction freezes; 

3.4 Amend the Education Act 1989 to: 

3.4.1 Enable the Secretary of Education to centrally direct educational 
entities to open or close, give education in specified ways, and 
as to the operation, control or management of the entity; 

4 Note that there may be minor proof reading changes to the Bill prior to 
introduction; 

5 Agree that the attached COVID-19 Response (Urgent Management Measures) 
Bill is introduced to the House on Wednesday 25 March 2020; 

6 Agree that the Bill is passed under urgency on Wednesday 25 March 2020. 

Authorised for lodgement 

Hon Chris Hipkins 
Leader of the House 
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Meeting of the COVID-19 
Ministerial Group 

 

 

Minute of Decision  
 
This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and 
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be 
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority. 

COVID-19 Response (Urgent Management Measures) Legislation Bill: 
Approval for Introduction 
 
The group of Ministers with Power to Act on COVID-19 matters [CAB-20-MIN-0130] convened 
on 25 March 2020 at 10.30am and, in accordance with their Power to Act: 
 
1 noted that at 11.59pm on 25 March 2020, New Zealand will move to Alert Level 4 in 

response to COVID-19; 

2 noted that a number of legislative amendments are needed in order to put the necessary 
arrangements in place; 

3 agreed to the following legislative amendments: 

3.1 amend the Epidemic Preparedness Act 2006 to add District Court Judges to the list 
of those that can alter the rules of the court; 

3.2 amend the Local Government Act 2002 to: 

3.2.1 enable Civil Defence Emergency Management (CDEM) Groups and Local 
Governments to attend meetings by audio or visual link; 

3.2.2 remove the need for a physical quorum for CDEM and council meetings 
and make other changes to facilitate audio or audio-visual meetings;   

3.2.3 amend the Residential Tenancies Act 1986 to enact rent and eviction 
freezes; 

3.2.4 amend the Education Act 1989 to enable the Secretary of Education to 
centrally direct educational entities to open or close, give education in 
specified ways, and as to the operation, control or management of the 
entity; 

4 noted that the COVID-19 Response (Urgent Management Measures) Legislation Bill gives 
effect to the above decisions; 

5 agreed that Part 5, clause 15 of the Bill be amended so that clause 4(3)(a) of the new 
Schedule 5 to the Residential Tenancies Act refers to ‘rent being at least 60 days in arrear’; 

6 approved for introduction the COVID-19 Response (Urgent Management Measures) 
Legislation Bill [PCO 22838]; 
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7 agreed that the Bill be introduced and passed under urgency on 25 March 2020.  

 
 
 
 
 
Michael Webster  
Secretary of the Cabinet  

Distribution: 
 
Distribution:  Officials: 
Rt Hon Jacinda Ardern (Chair) 
Rt Hon Winston Peters  
Hon Kelvin Davis 
Hon Grant Robertson 
Hon Chris Hipkins  
Hon Carmel Sepuloni  
Hon Dr David Clark  
Hon James Shaw   

Office of the Prime Minister 
Chief Executive, DPMC  
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Commissioner of Police 
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