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COVID-19  
Weekly Monitoring 

Report 
Tuesday 2 June 2020 

[IN-CONFIDENCE] 

Current strategy: Elimination by keeping it out, finding it and stamping it out. 

Current Alert Level: 2 

This weekly report responds to COVID-19 Ministerial Group's 9 April directive for All-of-
Government officials to develop a set of measures and regular reporting that will 
inform future decisions on changing Alert Levels or the overall strategy, and to report 
them regularly. 

The report places information about COVID-19 in New Zealand and health system 
capacity alongside evidence of the effects of the restrictions on the economy and 
society more broadly, and public attitudes towards, and compliance with, the 
restrictions.  
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This report covers: 
Key changes and developments from last week 3 

COVID-19 in New Zealand 4 

Testing, tracing and isolation system 6 

Health system capacity 8 

Public and business compliance and movement 10 

Effects of the measures on society 12 

Effects of the measures on businesses 14 

Macroeconomic and fiscal effects of the measures 16 

Public attitude towards the measures 18 

 

The contents of this report reflect the principal matters that need to be taken into 
consideration when determining whether to change alert levels. 

There are some gaps in measures and data, and these are noted where applicable. 
All-of-Government officials will continue to improve the measures. 
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Key changes and developments from last week 
Developments to note: 

• There were no new cases reported over the past fortnight. 
• Overall, much of the data points to the same overall trend; a New Zealand 

population increasingly less concerned about COVID. Only 16% of 
individuals report being concerned about their personal risk of infection.  
This low level of concern is manifesting in lower demand for testing, very few 
public complaints and movement that is approaching pre-COVID levels. 

• Demand for testing in particular is significantly reduced, with the trend in 
testing rates at the lowest levels since early to mid-April.  

• Employment and investment intentions reported by businesses have seen a 
modest improvement as restrictions on activity have reduced and as 
businesses observe the ongoing reduction in case numbers. However, 
indicators remain consistent with a severe recession.  

 

Changes to the report: 

• Timeliness data for testing and contact tracing have not been updated as 
there have been no new cases to provide additional data.  
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Effects of the measures on businesses 
The full-month May ANZ Business Outlook Survey showed slight improvements in most 
indicators versus the preliminary results, likely reflecting the continued loosening of 
restrictions on economic activity and ongoing reduction in COVID-19 case numbers. 
However, it’s a long way back to ‘normal’ and at current levels most indicators 
remain consistent with a recession deeper than that experienced through the GFC.  
For example, employment intentions show a net 42% of businesses intend to cut staff 
– that compares to low of -29.2% during the GFC and a series average of a net 8.1% 
expecting to take on staff (Figure 27). Meanwhile, a net 36% of businesses continue 
to say they have fewer employees than a year ago, with most of those in retail and 
services (a net 56% of firms in these sectors say they have cut staff numbers).  In 
contrast, only a net 4% of agricultural firms report having cut staff numbers. 

Investment intentions remain very low with a net 32% of businesses expecting to 
reduce investment over the coming year. Again that compares to a low of -18.6% 
during the GFC and a series average of a net 13.1% of businesses expecting to 
increase investment.  The manufacturing sector is the least pessimistic about 
investment at -18% while agriculture is the most pessimistic at -54% (Figure 28). 

Figure 27: Employment intentions (by sector) Figure 28: Investment intentions (by sector) 

  

Source: ANZ Source: ANZ  
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This week Xero5 have provided us with a series of employment insights on New 
Zealand small businesses who use the Xero payroll product as 
well as an analysis of revenue for New Zealand small businesses who subscribe to 
Xero 

  Note that the data used for these 
insights is based on anonymised and aggregated data from Xero subscribers.  The 
key insights are as follows: 

• Employment  
o Jobs in small businesses declined 4% between the first week of March and 

the last week of April.

  As a result, they are likely 
to be a conservative estimate of the true decline. 

o Hospitality and real estate have been hardest hit; small businesses in 
manufacturing and retail have been less impacted. 

o Auckland appears to have experienced employment impacts earlier than 
other regions; by April, all regions in NZ saw declines in jobs. 

• Revenue 
o Revenue by New Zealand small businesses fell on average by 34% in April 

compared to a year ago, following a 10% fall in March.   
o Impacts appear to have been broad based across industries with the 

industry groups covered suffering falls of between 22% (rental, hiring and 
real estate) and 60%  (hospitality). 

•  
  

 
  

   

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 

s9(2)(b)(ii)

s9(2)(b)(ii)

s9(2)(b)(ii)

s9(2)(b)(ii)

s9(2)(b)(ii)

Proa
cti

ve
ly 

Rele
as

ed



Proa
cti

ve
ly 

Rele
as

ed



Proa
cti

ve
ly 

Rele
as

ed



   
 

14/07/2020 COVID-19 Weekly Monitoring Report 18 

Public attitude towards the measures 
New Zealanders are wanting clarity about the announced increase of the social 
gathering limits to 100, in particular; how to ensure safe physical distancing.  

Queries about social distancing, capacity on public transport, and whether 
contracting tracing is needed in certain situation are popular.  There are also a lot of 
questions about cases (27% of questions) and how they are recorded, in light of the 
classification of the death of Eileen Hunter, who returned 2 negative tests (although 
she had been a confirmed with a positive test, who was then cleared as no longer 
infectious, this nuance was likely missed by many).  

Traffic on the covid19.govt.nz website (Figure 38) had seen an average of 70,459 
users per day during Alert Level 2. This is down from an average of 119,563 users 
during Alert Level 3, and 209,600 users during Alert Level 4. This may indicate people 
feel more confident about what they can do at each Alert Level.   However, many 
New Zealanders have also returned to work in offices and getting out more, so may 
be spending less time browsing the internet.  

Covid19.govt.nz web traffic and social media data has reported high interest in 
the tracer app and Alert Level 1. Twenty-five per cent of the searches in the past 
seven days on the website related to the app, and there have been 482,000 
registrations for the app (as of Tuesday 1pm). 18% of searches relate to Alert 
Level 1, indicating an interest in how Alert Level 1 may look like and when 
it may happen.   

Social media analysis shows conversations about ‘timeframe’ have increased by 
30 percent due to a differing of opinion on whether the government is being ‘over-
cautious’. Conversation suggests opinion is split between those wanting to remain 
patient and eliminate the virus versus those concerned about the economy.  

Articles about the Trans-Tasman bubble continued to interest news readers.  
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