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COVID-19  
Weekly Monitoring 

Report 
Tuesday 9 June 2020 

[IN-CONFIDENCE] 

Current strategy: Elimination by keeping it out, finding it and stamping it out. 

Current Alert Level: 1 

This weekly report responds to COVID-19 Ministerial Group's 9 April directive for All-of-
Government officials to develop a set of measures and regular reporting that will 
inform future decisions on changing Alert Levels or the overall strategy, and to report 
them regularly. 

The report places information about COVID-19 in New Zealand and health system 
capacity alongside evidence of the effects of the restrictions on the economy and 
society more broadly, and public attitudes towards, and compliance with, the 
restrictions.  
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This report covers: 
Key changes and developments from last week 3 

COVID-19 in New Zealand 4 

Testing, tracing and isolation system 5 

Health system capacity 7 

Public and business compliance and movement 8 

Effects of the measures on society 10 

Effects of the measures on businesses 12 

Macroeconomic and fiscal effects of the measures 13 

Public attitude towards the measures 15 

 

The contents of this report reflect the principal matters that need to be taken into 
consideration when determining whether to change alert levels. 

There are some gaps in measures and data, and these are noted where applicable. 
All-of-Government officials will continue to improve the measures. 
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Key changes and developments from last week 
Developments to note: 

• The trend of New Zealanders being less concerned about COVID-19 
identified in last week’s report has continues through the later stages Level 
2. Perception of risk, demand for testing and public compliance reports 
continued to decline, while mobility continued to increase. Enquiries 
increasingly shifted to questions of opening borders and when the shift to 
Level 1 would occur. 

• The social and economic benefits of reduced restrictions are continuing to 
be evident, with growth in creditor payment holidays slowing along with 
demand for special needs grants for food. Feelings of loneliness and 
isolation and have continued to decline.  

• On balance, most indicators suggest that domestic-driven business activity 
got almost back to pre-COVID levels under Level 2.  Real-time data for card 
spending, energy demand, broadband use, and traffic volumes are all at 
or near levels seen pre-COVID. 

• A sharp jump in the value of the New Zealand dollar’s (based on the trade 
weighted index) points to increasing confidence in New Zealand’s relative 
economic prospects potentially associated with the expectation of 
elimination being achieved.  

Changes to the report: 

• With the absence of recent and remaining active cases we have removed 
several of the figures relating to cases and health system capacity. 
Timeliness data for testing and tracing remains but has not been updated 
from recent reports due to lack of new data.  

• In the coming weeks we will look to revise the report to improve its 
relevance under Level 1.   
  

Proa
cti

ve
ly 

Rele
as

ed



   
 

14/07/2020 COVID-19 Weekly Monitoring Report 4 

COVID-19 in New Zealand 
Case numbers have remained stable in recent weeks with no new cases reported in 
the last fortnight. There are no active cases (Figure 1).  

Figure 1: Summary of COVID-19 in New Zealand as at 9am 9 June 
 

0  Active cases 

29 Days since last imported case reported 

33 Days since last import-related case reported 

18 
Days since last locally-acquired epidemiologically-linked case 
reported 

39 Days since last locally-acquired, unknown source case reported 

21 Days since most recent onset date 

8 Significant open clusters1 

0 Clusters with a new case reported in the last 14 days 

Source: Ministry of Health 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                                                 
1 A cluster is considered closed when there have been no new cases for two incubation periods (ie, 28 
days) from the date when all cases complete isolation 
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Public attitude towards the measures 
Over the past week there had been high interest in Alert Level 1 following the 
announcement last week about what Alert Level 1 would be like, and Monday’s 
announcement of the (now realised) move to Alert Level 1. 

While the overall volume of questions remains low, the discussion largely revolves 
around the (now realised) move to Alert Level 1. Questions that have been received 
break down as follows:   40% about Alert Levels, 17% about Contract Tracing, and 
13% about Quarantine Rules.  

People asked questions such as: ‘Shouldn’t we be at Alert Level 1 by now’ and ‘Why 
do we have to wait’, ‘Why doesn’t my app work when I try to scan a QR code’, and 
‘Will flight crews have to isolate’. There were also questions about education, 
financial support and gatherings.  

Some New Zealanders were voicing frustration about being in Alert Level 2 when 
there was only one active case of Covid-19. However, other New Zealanders were 
celebrating the move to the new normal and are looking forward to no social 
distancing. With the move to Alert Level 1, and with no active cases, this frustration is 
likely to dissipate over the coming days. 

There are still concerns about the COVID Tracer app, its ease of use, why it doesn’t 
work on various QR codes and that many businesses don’t have QR codes that are 
compatible with the app.  

With increasing media attention trans-Tasman travel, there is continued conservation 
on borders and quarantine rules, with people asking if flight crews will need to isolate 
and if their family/friends can bring clothes to them if they must isolate.  

Traffic on the covid19.govt.nz website has dropped significantly over the alert levels, 
with an average of 58,111 users per day during Level 2 (Level 3 – 119,563; Level 4 – 
209,600 users per day).  This may indicate people feel a sense of life returning to 
normal. 
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