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COVID-19  
Weekly Monitoring 

Report 
Tuesday 16 June 2020 

[IN-CONFIDENCE] 

Current strategy: Elimination by keeping it out, finding it and stamping it out. 

Current Alert Level: 1 

This weekly report responds to COVID-19 Ministerial Group's 9 April directive for All-of-
Government officials to develop a set of measures and regular reporting that will 
inform future decisions on changing Alert Levels or the overall strategy, and to report 
them regularly. 

The report places information about COVID-19 in New Zealand and health system 
capacity alongside evidence of the effects of the restrictions on the economy and 
society more broadly, and public attitudes towards, and compliance with, the 
restrictions.  
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This report covers: 
Key changes and developments from last week 3 

COVID-19 in New Zealand 4 

Testing, tracing and isolation system 5 

Health system capacity 7 

Public movement 8 

Effects of the measures on society 9 

Effects of the measures on businesses 11 

Macroeconomic and fiscal effects of the measures 13 

Public attitude towards the measures 15 

Supplement: International restriction relaxations 16 

 

The contents of this report reflect the principal matters that need to be taken into 
consideration when determining whether to change alert levels. 

There are some gaps in measures and data, and these are noted where applicable. 
All-of-Government officials will continue to improve the measures. 
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Key changes and developments from last week 
Developments to note: 

• The trend of New Zealanders being less concerned about COVID-19 
identified in recent reports has continue through the later stages of Level 2 
and into Level 1. However, change has halted in several trends suggesting 
a shift to a new normal, with test rates and mobility stabilising (in the case of 
mobility, at close to, but below, pre-Covid levels).  

• The rebounding economy is evident in several indicators, notably a large 
increase in job listings. However, most improvements are off very low bases, 
and many are still consistent with a severe recession.  

Changes to the report: 

• With the absence of recent and remaining active cases we have removed 
several of the figures relating to cases and health system capacity. 
Timeliness data for testing and tracing remains but has not been updated 
from recent reports due to lack of new data.  

• In the coming weeks we will look to revise the report to improve its 
relevance under Level 1.   

• A supplementary section on international restriction relaxation has been 
added.  
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COVID-19 in New Zealand 
Two new imported cases were reported in the past day, as a result there are two 
active cases as at 1pm 16 June (Figure 1).  Contact tracing for these cases is now 
underway. 

Figure 1: Summary of COVID-19 in New Zealand as at 1pm 16 June 
 

2  Active cases 

0 Days since last imported case reported 

40 Days since last import-related case reported 

25 Days since last locally-acquired epidemiologically-linked case 
reported 

46 Days since last locally-acquired, unknown source case reported 

5 Significant open clusters1 

0 Clusters with a new case reported in the last 14 days 

Source: Ministry of Health 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                                                 
1 A cluster is considered closed when there have been no new cases for two incubation periods (ie, 28 
days) from the date when all cases complete isolation 
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The Performance of Manufacturing Index (PMI) also showed a significant bounce in 
May (Figure 19 (previous page)).  However, these indicators still remain at low levels, 
analogous to the GFC, and employment expectations continued to slide as firms 
likely weighed up the prospect of the wage subsidy ending. Stats New Zealand data 
showed that prior to the COVID-19 outbreak manufacturing activity was reasonably 
strong.  Despite New Zealand being in Alert levels 3 and 4 for around 9% of the 
March quarter and very limited activity taking place during that time manufacturing 
sales volumes fell only 1.7% in the quarter.  

Electronic cards transactions from Marketview show that some industries are still 
realising sales well below this time last year, with transport and travel being the worst 
affected (Figure 20 (previous page)). 
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Public attitude towards the measures 
New Zealanders are starting to plan ahead and are asking about travel and 
quarantine rules, but there is concern about the economy.  

While there is a degree of negativity about the economy and some anxiety about 
when borders will open, positive sentiment has increased when New Zealanders talk 
about their ‘way of life’. There is a sense of optimism and gratitude that the nation 
has mostly returned to a sense of normality. 

Financial support (43%), travel (28%) and health (28%) are the main topics raised on 
the UAC (now Unite for Recovery) Facebook page and public (news sites) 
Facebook pages. New Zealanders have questions about the wage subsidy, 
wondering if it’s taxable income and how they can get an extension. Additionally, 
people have asked about ‘helicopter payments’ and how we can encourage 
‘buying local’.  

Job cuts by The Warehouse and closures announced by New Zealand-owned 
brands, such as Max, are contributing to some anxiety. While there is sadness about 
job losses and concern over the likelihood of high unemployment rates, many are 
expressing positive sentiment towards businesses making shows of solidarity and 
other users who are encouraging investing in our country.  

There are a significant number of voices suggesting that lockdown was positive for 
health but will continue to have an enormous impact on the economy.  

New Zealanders are happy for a range of reasons - they are making plans, talking 
about travel, returning to work and education. Users are grateful about being able 
to gather, commemorate and celebrate births, lives and deaths without restrictions. 
Sports fans are returning to discuss, and debate matches, and are happy they can 
go to games again.  
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