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COVID-19  
Weekly Monitoring 

Report 
Tuesday 23 June 2020 

[IN-CONFIDENCE] 

Current strategy: Elimination by keeping it out, finding it and stamping it out. 

Current Alert Level: 1 

This weekly report responds to COVID-19 Ministerial Group's 9 April directive for All-of-
Government officials to develop a set of measures and regular reporting that will 
inform future decisions on changing Alert Levels or the overall strategy, and to report 
them regularly. 

The report places information about COVID-19 in New Zealand and health system 
capacity alongside evidence of the effects of the restrictions on the economy and 
society more broadly, and public attitudes towards, and compliance with, the 
restrictions.  
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This report covers: 
Key changes and developments from last week 3 

COVID-19 in New Zealand 4 

Testing, tracing and isolation system 5 

Health system capacity 8 

Public movement 9 

Effects of the measures on society 10 

Effects of the measures on businesses 12 

Macroeconomic and fiscal effects of the measures 14 

 

The contents of this report reflect the principal matters that need to be taken into 
consideration when determining whether to change alert levels. 

There are some gaps in measures and data, and these are noted where applicable. 
All-of-Government officials will continue to improve the measures. 
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Key changes and developments from last week 
Developments to note: 

• There are currently ten active cases in New Zealand, all of which are 
imported cases. 

• Testing rates have picked up significantly over the past week. 
• There has been a sharp rise in the number of people in managed isolation 

or quarantine since last week. 
• New Zealanders are slightly more concerned about COVID-19 this week, 

however levels of concern are still broadly like levels seen throughout Alert 
Level 2. This hasn’t yet manifested in an observable change in behaviour. 

Changes to the report: 

• In the coming weeks we will look to revise the report to improve its 
relevance under Level 1.  This includes sourcing relevant performance 
measurements for the managed isolation and quarantine system. 

• The public attitude towards measures section has been removed for this 
week, due to the lack of COVID-19 measures remaining in place to 
measure sentiment about, and the lack of independent sources available 
to measure this in a robust way.   
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COVID-19 in New Zealand 
As at 9am 23 June, there are currently ten active cases in New Zealand. All of these 
cases have been imported (Figures 1 and 2).   

Figure 1: Summary of COVID-19 in New Zealand as at 9am 23 June 
 

10  Active cases 

0 Days since last imported case reported 

47 Days since last import-related case reported 

32 
Days since last locally-acquired epidemiologically-linked case 
reported 

53 Days since last locally-acquired, unknown source case reported 

1 Significant open clusters1 

0 Clusters with a new case reported in the last 14 days 

Source: Ministry of Health 

Figure 2: Daily cases by source of transmission (cases reported in the past 28 days)2 

 

Source: Ministry of Health (via EpiSurv) 

Definitions:  
• Imported cases: Cases with a reported history of international travel within 14 days of onset. 
• Import-related case: Cases that have a link to an imported case.  
• Locally acquired cases, epidemiologically linked: Cases that have a link to a locally acquired case 
with an unknown source.  
• Locally acquired cases, unknown source: Cases that have no link to another case or overseas travel 
(potential community transmission).  

 

                                                 
1 A cluster is considered closed when there have been no new cases for two incubation periods (i.e. 28 
days) from the date when all cases complete isolation 
2 Please note that the daily case numbers used in this report differ slightly from the figures reported 
each day by the Ministry of Health. The Ministry’s figures are usually based on the change in the 24 
hours to the 9am reporting time. The numbers in this report are based on the actual calendar dates of 
case reporting. 
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Isolation 

As at June 23rd, we currently have the capacity to manage up to 5,340 people in 
managed isolation or quarantine in Auckland, Christchurch and Rotorua.  

Over the past week the number of people in managed isolation or quarantine has 
increased significantly (Figure 5). The number of people in managed isolation or 
quarantine is expected to continue to increase over the coming weeks. 

Figure 5: Number of people in managed isolation or quarantine3 

 

Source: Isolation, Quarantine and Repatriation SITREP, AoG calculation  

All of Government officials are working to source appropriate performance 
measures and will include them in this report when they become available.  

                                                 
3 Rotorua figures counted in total, but not displayed on graph until more data points are available. 
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Effects of the measures on businesses 
GDP in the March 2020 quarter recorded its largest quarterly fall since 1991. Eight of 
the 11 service industries experienced falls, reflecting the decline in international 
visitors and the impacts of the lockdown measures on domestic activity.  

A 5.2 percent fall in transport, postal, and warehousing services was led by declines 
in air transport and transport support services. Retail, accommodation, and 
restaurants fell 2.2 percent, driven by a 7.8 percent decline in accommodation and 
food services. Education fell 1.7 percent due to the impact of the lockdown on 
delivery of some education services, such as early childhood education, and 
reduced international student numbers. Construction activity declined 4.1 percent in 
the quarter as most construction activity was not deemed essential during the alert 
level 4 lockdown (Figure 16).   

Figure 16: GDP change by industry ($ millions) 

 
Source: StatsNZ 

 

Westpac released its regional report last week showing that the lockdown was felt 
most severely in urban areas, tourism and foreign-education centres, manufacturing 
hubs, and forestry-related areas. Overall, the more populous regions like Auckland, 
Wellington, Canterbury and Otago were hardest hit. The substantial parts of New 
Zealand that have a greater focus on food production, such as Bay of Plenty, were 
hurt less by the lockdown because food production was deemed essential while 
those exposed to toursim fared worse.  
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