Oy @, DEPARTMENT OF THE
: %9 PRIME MINISTER AND CABINET

(
\J‘ TE TARI O TE PIRIMIA ME TE KOMITI MATUA

Aide-Memoire

RECONNECTING NEW ZEALANDERS’
READINESS FOR NEXT STEPS

To Rt Hon. Jacinda Ardern, Prime Report No DPMC-2021/22-2100
Minister

Hon. Chris Hipkins, Minister for
COVID-19 Response

From @ Cheryl Barnes, DCE, COVID-19 Date 4/05/2022
Group, DPMC
Purpose

1. This Aide-Memoire provides an update on the status of system readiness to go live with the
next steps of Reconnecting New Zealanders.

Background

2. This report provides an update on readiness for: (1) Changes to enable unvaccinated
resident class visa holders to travel to New:Zealand from 11.59pm on 05 May; (2) All visa
classes for Pacific Island Forum countries. from 16 May; (3) Step 4 — Accredited Employer
work visas and Work Visas from 04July; and (4) Step 5 — Visitor / Education Visas from 31
July. Appendix A provides an overview summarising the Reconnecting New Zealanders
(RNZ) steps, settings, and pathways.

3. Appendix B includes a readiness report dated 04 May 2022.

Traveller volumes-and airline updates

Passenger numbers/since step 1 of Reconnecting and comparisons:

4. The latest Reconnecting step, visa waiver countries, was successfully implemented on 01
May. This'represents the largest cohort of potential travellers to date that we’ve connected
with and.enables an estimated 1.2m travellers per year to visit New Zealand.

5. On 02 May our 200,000th Reconnecting traveller arrived in New Zealand. We now welcome
more travellers to New Zealand each day than in a week while travellers were required to go
to MIQ.

6. Numbers of travellers since RNZ Step 1 (28 February to 03 May):

i. Total —209,853
ii. Australia — 133,101
iii. Rest of the World — 76,752

7. We have seen a 16% increase in travellers in the past week, with the average daily total
travellers at 5,450 up from the previous week’s average of 4,688.

i. Australia - average of 1,527 per week for seven days from 28 February and 3,108 for
the seven days from 13 April and 3,340 for the past seven days.
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ii. Rest of the world - average of 202 per week for the seven days from 28 February
and 688 for the seven days from 13 April and 1,055 for the past seven days.

Key operational updates including readiness

7. Thisreport has an overall Green rating, with activities remaining on track for the current steps
included in the report.

8. >

C.

9. As the system continues to ev e, owing updates are included here for awareness:

a) Unvaccinated rési lass visa holders will be eligible to enter New Zealand from
11.59pm on lers will receive a conditional traveller passes until the
New Zealan veller Declaration system is updated at 11.59pm on 12 May, at

which tim tr

b) Overall arrival testing compliance is ~77% while overall positivity remains at 1.7%.

es do not include travellers who have not correctly completed the
nd Traveller Declaration (NZTD) e.g., those using paper passes etc.
derway to ensure that data is captured for these travellers.

passes will be automated via NZTD.

yuestion of an enduring home for a single source for border and international
2l information is being considered by Officials. The Unite Against COVID-19
website currently provides this information for agencies, stakeholders, and the
public, and we are looking at how to retain clear, consistent, and readily accessible
information for travellers as we shift to a business-as-usual approach.
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Recommendations

11. It is recommended that you note the contents of this aide-memoire.

NOTED

Cheryl Barngs
Deputy €hief Executive
COVID-19 Group

W , j o V2L | RtHon.Jacinda Ardern
Prime Minister
lia %

Date: / /

NOTED

Date: 04/05/2022

Hon. Chris Hipkins,
Minister for COVID-19 Response

Date: / /

Cc: COVID-19 Chief Executives Board (with regular meeting papers), COVID-19 Independent Continuous Review,
Improvement and Advice Group

Attachment A Readiness report dated 04 May
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Appendix B: RNZ Readiness summary






