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Report on Overseas Travel:  Rt Hon Jacinda Ardern 

 

I recommend that Cabinet note this report on my travel to London and New York on 
14 – 26 September.  

Report 

1 I travelled to London to attend the State Funeral of Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II. During my time there, I attended the Lying-in-State of Her 
Majesty, had audiences with His Majesty King Charles III and the Prince of 
Wales, and met with Prime Minister Liz Truss. I was accompanied by staff 
from my office, the Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet, and my partner 
Clarke Gayford. 

2 From 20-26 September, I attended the United National General Assembly 
(UNGA) high-level week in New York. This was the first in-person UNGA I had 
attended since 2019, and it provided a crucial opportunity to meet with several 
counterparts, co-chair the Christchurch Call Leaders’ Summit, deliver the New 
Zealand National Statement and attend a range of side events. I was 
accompanied by staff from my office, the Department of Prime Minister and 
Cabinet, and a delegation of 9 media.  

London 

3 I arrived in London on 15 September, and met with the NZDF contingent at a 
Commemorative Gathering at the High Commission, including Willie Apiata 
VC, those deployed on Op TIEKE (the NZDF mission to support the training of 
the Armed Forces of Ukraine), and those representing New Zealand marching 
in the funeral procession. 

4 On 16 September the Governor-General and I recorded a message for a 
broadcast being prepared to commemorate the late Queen and signed the 
condolence book. At Lancaster House, I had an impromptu meeting with Lord 
Ahmad of Wimbledon, Minister for South Asia, North Africa, the United 
Nations and the Commonwealth. 

5 The following day, I attended an audience with the King, where he reflected 
on the late Queen’s fondness for New Zealand.  
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35 Attending a discussion on the International Court of Justice Advisory Opinion 
on Climate Change hosted by the President of Vanuatu, I assured participants 
that New Zealand took seriously the existential risk posed by climate change 
to the Pacific/SIDS, and assured the core group that New Zealand would lend 
its support. I encouraged Vanuatu and the core group to think about how to 
best balance ambition (in the form of the question to the Court) with securing 
support (in the General Assembly when the resolution comes up for a vote).  

36 I was also able to briefly attend the New York-based launch of the PIF’s 2050 
Strategy hosted by Fiji and Australia. I outlined New Zealand’s commitment to 
the region and my expectation that partners, including the UN, support 
Pacific-led development priorities.  

37 I used the opportunity of an informal event I co-hosted with the Fijian Prime 
Minister to meet informally with Pacific leaders, including the Prime Minister of 
Samoa. The event was attended by most PIF leaders and PIF Secretary-
General Henry Puna. I also met with President Biden at a reception he 
hosted. 

38  Throughout UNGA week I also interacted with the Presidents of the 
Seychelles, Poland, and the European Commission; the Chancellor of 
Germany; the Prime Ministers of Kosovo, Antigua and Barbuda, Mauritius, 
Suriname, Bahamas, Pakistan, Belgium, St Vincent and the Grenadines, 
Denmark, Iceland, Morocco  Luxembourg, 
Norway, and the Netherlands; and the Foreign Ministers of Australia, 
Singapore, the Netherlands. I also had brief meetings with the Leaders and 
Foreign Ministers of Tonga, Solomon Islands, Papua New Guinea, and the 
Marshall Islands.  

 

39 I delivered remarks at the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty Friends 
Leaders’ Summit. The event was co-hosted by Japan’s Prime Minister Kishida 
and Australian Foreign Minister Penny Wong, and featured statements by the 
Foreign Ministers of Canada, Finland and the Netherlands, and Executive 
Secretary of the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty Organisation (CTBTO) Rob 
Floyd. The importance of the CTBTO was a common theme. While the treaty 
it supports has yet to enter into force, the CTBTO’s monitoring system and 
geographically diverse membership has generated confidence that nuclear 
weapons testing is constrained – .  In addition 
to these points, I set out New Zealand’s clear opposition to nuclear weapons 
and called on nuclear weapons states that had not ratified the treaty to do 
so.   

40 I also spoke on a panel moderated by former Prime Minister, Rt Hon Helen 
Clark, on political leadership through the COVID-19 pandemic. Clark praised 
New Zealand for its role in securing a UN High Level Meeting on Pandemic 
Preparedness in 2023. 
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41 I attended the Global Food Security Summit hosted by the US, African Union, 
European Union, and Spain. Most countries participated at leader level, with 
many attributing current food insecurity issues to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, 
with others emphasising that the drivers existed well before or were much 
more complicated than the Ukraine conflict.  

42 In the absence of William, Prince of Wales, I delivered a keynote address at 
the Earthshot Prize Innovation Summit. The event provided an opportunity for 
me to meet with the host, the former mayor of New York Michael Bloomberg, 
and other environmental activists. 

43 Although much of the tourism and investment programme was led by Minister 
Nash, I was able to host a roundtable with the Motion Picture Association of 
America (MPAA) on 23 September. The roundtable was chaired by MPAA 
Chair Charlie Rivkin and participants included senior executives from Walt 
Disney Company, Paramount Global, NBC Universal, Warner Bros. Discovery 
and Netflix.  

44 The discussion canvassed various contributions from the MPAA participants, 
with the key points being: appreciation of the Government’s leadership 
through the pandemic and support for continuing screen production activities; 
recognition of the support for employment and development of local talent; 
appreciation for international investment in screen productions; and certainty 
around the Uplift programme. 

45 Overall, the roundtable discussion confirmed that New Zealand is well placed 
to grow screen sector productions and attract further investment, and that the 
wider benefits of the screen industry to New Zealand were well understood. 
We noted that New Zealand’s existing regimes need to be dynamic and meet 
the changing global environment, and that skills and infrastructure 
development are part of managing the scope of the screen production grant 
settings.     

Media 

46 On 18 September I had an interview with BBC Political Journalist Laura 
Kuenssberg, which aired on both BBC One and BBC World. While the key 
focus was on events related to the Funeral and my interactions with Her late 
Majesty, the interview also touched on the likelihood of New Zealand 
becoming a republic, as well as New Zealand’s COVID response. I was also 
interviewed by ITV London, which focused on the legacy of Her Majesty and 
her influence in New Zealand.  

Proactive release 

47 This paper will be proactively released as per Cabinet Office Circular CO (18) 
4 on the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade’s website. The paper will be 
subject to redaction as appropriate on the grounds set out under the Official 
Information Act 1982.  
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Recommendation 

I recommend that Cabinet note this report. 

 

Authorised for lodgement 

Rt Hon Jacinda Ardern 

Prime Minister  
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R E S T R I C T E D
CAB-22-MIN-0545

Cabinet

Minute of Decision
This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and 
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be 
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority.

Report on Overseas Travel: Prime Minister

Portfolio Prime Minister

On 28 November 2022, Cabinet noted the report from the Prime Minister under CAB-22-SUB-0545 
on her travel, from 14 to 26 September 2022, to London, England to attend the State Funeral of 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, and New York, United States of America to attend the High-Level 
Week of the 77th Session of the United Nations General Assembly.

Rachel Hayward
Secretary of the Cabinet
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