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Ref: OIA-2021/22-0953 

Official Information Act request relating to the Australia-New Zealand National 
Security Dialogue 

I am writing in regard to your Official Information Act 1982 (the Act) request of 7 February 
2022. You requested: 

“ONE: A copy of the full document Australia-New Zealand National Security Dialogue: 
Briefing Pack (12 March 2021) – i.e. including the parts of this document not processed 
for release for the OIA request above as they were not in scope. 

TWO: Copies of all other “Briefing Packs” produced for each Australia-New Zealand 
National Security Dialogue since the inaugural dialogue in October 2016” 

I note the time frame for responding to your request was extended by 60 working days 
because your request necessitated a search through a large quantity of information and 
further consultations were needed before a decision could be made on the request. On 
2 June DPMC contacted you to advise the response to your request had been delayed. 

I subsequently released the 2021 Australia New Zealand National Security Dialogue briefing 
package on 12 August 2022, with some information withheld under section 6(a) of the Act, as 
the release of the information would be likely to prejudice the national security and/or the 
international relations of New Zealand.  

In that response I informed you that the information within scope of Part Two of your request 
was still in the process of being prepared for release and would be provided to you as it 
becomes available. 

I am now in a position to release to you the 2016 Australia New Zealand National Security 
Dialogue briefing package. Please note pages where information has been withheld in full 
have been removed from this release document. Information has been withheld in the 
attached material under the following sections of the Act: 

• section 6(a), as the release of the information would be likely to prejudice the national
security and/or the international relations of New Zealand, and

• section 9(2)(a), to protect the privacy of individuals.

Further, I can advise that an Australia New Zealand National Security Dialogue did not take 
place in 2020, due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Work regarding the outstanding briefing 
packs in scope of your request, for the 2017, 2018 and 2019 dialogues, is ongoing.  

In making my decision, I have taken the public interest considerations in section 9(1) of the 
Act into account.  
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You have the right to ask the Ombudsman to investigate and review my decision under 
section 28(3) of the Act. 
 
This response will be published on the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet’s 
website during our regular publication cycle. Typically, information is released monthly, or as 
otherwise determined. Your personal information including name and contact details will be 
removed for publication. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

Marika Hughes 
Acting Deputy Chief Executive 
National Security Group 
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Australia‐New Zealand National Security Dialogue – Annotated Agenda  

Thursday 20 October 

7:30 – 

10:0pm 

Welcome Dinner 

 You and Andrew Kibblewhite will both give a brief welcome (2‐3 minutes each)

 Ask   to give a 5‐ 10 minute talk on the global and regional outlook,

including major strategic pressure points and tests.

 Open the discussion for contributions from other participants.

Friday 21 October 

8.00am  Welcome and introductory remarks 

 Open with welcome and remarks about the purpose of the day (5 minutes).

 Andrew Kibblewhite introductory remarks (5 minutes)

 Open the conversation to contributions from the participants.

8:30am  Session 1 –  

 Australia to introduce the session

Organisation and legislative reform (30 minutes) 

 Australia to lead discussion

 Ask   to open discussion on organisational reform.

 (Andrew Kibblewhite to ask NZ representative for first response)

 Ask   about counter‐terrorism reforms.

 Ask   to discuss the cyber strategy.

Building public trust in, and encouraging engagement with, security agencies (30 

minutes)  

 New Zealand to lead discussion

 Ask   to open discussion on building public trust in, and encouraging

engagement with, security agencies.

____________________
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9:30am  Session 2 – 

 New Zealand to introduce the session

 Australia to lead discussion

 Ask   to open discussion.

 (Andrew Kibblewhite to ask NZ representative for first response)

 You may wish to ask CDF to follow.

Pacific  

 New Zealand to lead discussion

 Ask   to comment.

 You may wish to ask   to follow.

12:00  Lunch 

12:45pm  Session 2 continued – 

Strategies for managing risk of violen  extremism 

 Australia to lead discussion

 Ask  to open discussion.

 (Andrew Kibblewhite to ask NZ representative for first response)

2:00  Coffee  

____________________
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2:15  Session 3 – Priorities for working together  

 New Zealand to introduce the session

 Australia to lead discussion on defence force capabilities

 Ask   to open discussion of defence force capabilities (development and

sustainment) and opportunities for joint endeavours.

 (Andrew Kibblewhite to ask NZ representative for first response)

 Australia to lead discussion on intelligence capabilities

 Ask   to open discussion of intelligence capabilities (development and

sustainment) and opportunities for joint endeavours.

 (Andrew Kibblewhite to ask NZ representative for first response)

3:00pm  Wrap‐up  

 Australia to introduce the session

3:30pm   Depart to Airport  

____________________
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Funding and National Security 
Background notes for Australia-New Zealand National Security Dialogue 

Security Intelligence Agencies 

The Government has made a number of investments in the core intelligence and security 
agencies in the past two years.  In the New Zealand context, the Government has expected 
all departments to operate within their fixed nominal baselines over this period.  So the 
increases are significant in this context. 





Defence 

In 2013, Cabinet agreed to an indicative plan of capability and associated funding so that the 
Defence Force could deliver on the Government’s stated Defence Policy – the Defence Mid-
Point Rebalancing Review.  Significant investment has occurred in the New Zealand 
Defence Force since: 

 2014: $535 million between 2014/15 and 2017/18 ($170 million ongoing);

 2015: $239 million between 2015/16 and 2018/19 ($84 million ongoing); and

 2016: $301 million between 2016/17 and 2019/20 ($90 million ongoing).

In 2016, Cabinet ag eed to an indicative plan of capability and associated funding so that the 
Defence Force could deliver on the Government’s stated Defence Policy as per the Defence 
White Paper 2016  The indicative levels of new investment in future years are similar to 
those provided in Budgets 2014 to 2016. 

In Budget 2015 there was also a material increase of $27 million between 2015/16 and 
2018/19 for the Ministry of Defence to improve New Zealand’s military equipment 
p ocurement ($8.6m ongoing).   

Note all of the above numbers for Defence are operating expenditure. 

At the Defence White Paper 2016 the Government also signalled a commitment to a portfolio 
of planned Defence capability investments valued at close to $20 billion capital expenditure 
to 2030. 
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