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25 October 2022 
 

Ref: OIA-2022/23-0151 
Dear  
 
Official Information Act request relating to Australia's anti-encryption law 
 
Thank you for your Official Information Act 1982 (the Act) request received on 14 September 
2022. You requested: 
 

“…I request from DPMC the following in fully searchable format: 
 
• Official documents talk about the “…implications of Australia's controversial "anti-
encryption" law… A copy of the most up to date, substantive report or doc or similar in 
whatever format that addresses these implications  
• A copy of the most up to date, substantive advice in whatever format, provided to 
agencies or to another party to disseminate, eg the GCDO or similar – bearing in mind 
as the advice may vary between agencies, that this request is for the advice that 
pertains to the largest number of the largest major agencies that interact with public 
data  
• The last two briefings or similar to any Minister about this…”  
 

 
The Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet (DPMC) provided information relating to 
jurisdictional risk which informed part of a draft Cabinet Paper. This paper is currently 
expected to be considered by the Cabinet Government Administration and Expenditure 
Review Committee later this year. As such, this information is withheld in full under the 
following section of the Act: 
 

• section 9(2)(f)(iv), to maintain the confidentiality of advice tendered by or to Ministers and 
officials. 

 
Additionally, DPMC provided advice regarding the use of Cloud Services for the Parliament 
Precinct in ‘Briefing: Response to Letter from the Speaker of the House of Representatives 
on Cloud Services’. A copy of this briefing is released to you in part with some information 
withheld under the following grounds: 
 

• section 6(a), to protect the security or defence of New Zealand or the international 
relations of the Government of New Zealand; 

• section 9(2)(a), to protect the privacy of individuals; 

• section 9(2)(ba)(i), to protect the supply of similar information in the future;  

• section 9(2)(f)(iv), to maintain the confidentiality of advice tendered by or to Ministers and 
officials; and 

• section 9(2)(g)(i), as withholding the information is necessary to maintain the effective 
conduct of public affairs through the free and frank expression of opinions. 
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DPMC’s Policy Advisory Group also prepared some briefings within scope of your request. 
These briefings are provided to the Prime Minister in confidence to support her in her role as 
leader of the Government and chair of Cabinet. The titles and dates of these briefings are 
withheld in full under the following sections of the Act, as applicable: 
 

• section 6(a), to protect the security or defence of New Zealand or the international 
relations of the Government of New Zealand; 

• section 6(b), to protect the entrusting of information to the Government of New Zealand 
on a basis of confidence; 

• section 9(2)(f)(ii), to maintain collective and individual ministerial responsibility; 

• section 9(2)(f)(iv), to maintain the confidentiality of advice tendered by Ministers of the 
Crown and officials; and 

• section 9(2)(g)(i), as withholding the information is necessary to maintain the effective 
conduct of public affairs through the free and frank expression of opinions. 

 
In making my decision, I have taken the public interest considerations in section 9(1) of the 
Act into account.  
 
You have the right to ask the Ombudsman to investigate and review my decision under 
section 28(3) of the Act. 
 
This response will be published on DPMC’s website during our regular publication cycle. 
Typically, information is released monthly, or as otherwise determined. Your personal 
information including name and contact details will be removed for publication. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

Tony Lynch  
Deputy Chief Executive 
National Security Group 
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