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Ref: OIA-2022/23-0434 

Dear  
 
Official Information Act request relating to advertising costs for the Covid-19 vaccine 
boosters and flu vaccinations for 2022 
 
Thank you for your Official Information Act 1982 (the Act) request of 15 December 2022.  
 
You have requested: 
 

• “Please state costs for advertising Covid-19 'vaccine boosters' 
for the year 2022. 

• Please state costs for advertising the flu jab for the year 
2022.” 

As you are aware, the second part of your request, for costs for advertising the flu jab, was 
transferred in full to Te Whatu Ora (TWO) for response on 22 December 2022.  
 
The Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet (DPMC) is only responding to the first 
part of your request, for costs for advertising Covid-19 ‘vaccine boosters’.  
 
With regards to part one of your request, DPMC has taken it to refer to the 2022 calendar 
year advertising costs for the COVID-19 Vaccine Campaign, led by DPMC, and the National 
Immunisation Programme (NIP) led by the Ministry of Health (MOH). Please note that from 1 
July 2022, the responsibility for the COVID-19 Vaccine Campaign and NIP transitioned from 
DPMC and MOH to TWO.  
 
This interpretation is taken because DPMC is unable to separate out the specific costs 
associated with vaccine boosters. The inter-connected nature of the COVID-19 Vaccine 
Campaign means that DPMC does not record information in a format that would allow us to 
provide you with the information in the format you have requested. Your request as it 
currently stands would be refused in full under section 18(g)(i) of the OIA as the costs for 
advertising COVID-19 ‘vaccine boosters’ is not held by DPMC, and there are no grounds for 
believing that the information is held by another department.  
 
I can confirm, however, that the advertising spend for the COVID-19 Vaccine Campaign 
listed below includes the spend for “vaccine boosters” as per your request.  
 
The total amount spent on advertising for the DPMC COVID-19 Vaccine Campaign, and the 
NIP COVID-19 Vaccine Campaign between 1 January and 30 November 2022 (inclusive) is 
set out in the table in the following page. Please note that the spend for December 2022 is 
yet to be finalised. 
  






