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Ref: OIA-2023/24-0509 

Dear  
 
Official Information Act request for information about AUKUS 
 
Thank you for your Official Information Act 1982 (the Act) request received on 7 February 
2024. You requested: 
 

“I make this request under the Official Information Act. I am seeking all relevant material 
on New Zealand’s position on the Australia, New Zealand and United States (AUKUS) 
arrangement, including a possible Tier 2 option. This would include any 
• Reports (including intelligence products – reports, notifications), advice, or policy 

documents regarding AUKUS produced from January 2021 up to the current date. 
• Any documents relating to the visit of the Minister of Defence and the Minister of 

Foreign Affairs in February 2024 which relate to AUKUS.” 
 
I understand that you have made similar requests to the Ministry of Defence (MoD), the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade (MFAT) and the New Zealand Security Intelligence 
Service (NZSIS) and the Government Communications Security Bureau (GCSB). We would 
usually transfer your request under section 14 of the Act to these agencies, for information 
you have requested that is more closely connected to the functions of these agencies. 
However, given you have made similar requests directly to these agencies, I refer you to 
their responses. 
 
This response covers any relevant information held or received by the Department of the 
Prime Minister and Cabinet (DPMC) that would not be covered by responses from the 
agencies listed above. 
 
We are interpreting the request in terms of “all relevant material” to relate to formal briefing 
documents and reports. 
 
Please find attached an Aide Mémoire titled ‘Aide-Memoire – AUKUS information Paper’. It 
is not dated but our records show it is from April 2023. Some information has been withheld 
under the following sections of the Act: 

• section 6(a), to protect the security or defence of New Zealand or the international 
relations of the Government of New Zealand  

• section 6(b)(i), to protect the entrusting of information to the Government of New 
Zealand on a basis of confidence by the Government of any other country or any 
agency of such a Government  

• section 9(2)(g)(i), to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through the free 
and frank expression of opinion.  

 
Also identified as relevant to your request is information in some briefings to the Prime 
Minister from both the DPMC Chief Executive and the Policy Advisory Group (PAG). These 
briefings are withheld in their entirety under the following sections of the Act: 

• section 6(a), (as above). 
• section 9(2)(f)(ii), to maintain collective and individual ministerial responsibility 
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The IAEA Director General issued a statement following the Leaders’ announcement, 
making the following key points: 

• The AUKUS partners have nuclear safeguards obligations under their respective 
safeguards agreements and additional protocols with the Agency. Article 14 of 
Australia’s Comprehensive Safeguards Agreement allows Australia to use nuclear 
material for nuclear propulsion for submarines provided that Australia makes an 
arrangement with the Agency in this regard. 

• The Agency will continue to have its verification and non-proliferation mandate as its 
core guiding principle.  It will exercise it in an impartial, objective and technical manner. 

• Australian Foreign Minister Wong has formally requested the Agency to commence 
negotiations on an Article 14 arrangement. (Article 14 allows Australia to use nuclear 
material, such as nuclear propulsion for submarines, provided that Australia makes an 
arrangement with the Agency in this regard). Once the arrangement is finalised, it will be 
transmitted to the Board of Governors of the IAEA for appropriate action. 

• The Agency’s role in this process is foreseen in the existing legal framework and falls 
strictly within its statutory competencies. The Director General will keep the IAEA Board 
informed and will submit a report to the next regular Board meeting in June 2023. 

A number of countries have released statements in response or issued remarks from 
government spokespeople. Examples include: 

• Canada: a foreign ministry tweet “welcoming the AUKUS announcement supporting the 
rules-based international order in the Indo-Pacific” and noting Canada’s commitment to 
working with partners to promote peace, resilience & security in the region, including 
through an enhanced naval presence. 

• Japan: a foreign ministry statement noting PM Kishida’s view that AUKUS “will contribute 
to the peace and stability of the Indo-Pacific region amidst an increasingly severe 
security environment in the region”, and that Japan has “consistently supported these 
efforts.”  Similar comments made directly by Foreign Minster Hayashi. 

• Republic of Korea: foreign ministry spokesperson’s remarks noting that ROK 
“welcomes all co-operative efforts with and by partners to promote peace and stability in 
the region”, commending the AUKUS partners’ transparency, and noting that ROK hopes 
that the efforts of AUKUS to promote regional peace and stability in the future be in 
accordance with international non-proliferation norms, in close cooperation with the 
IAEA. 

• Indonesia: a foreign ministry statement  
 noting that Indonesia was “closely following the security 

partnership of AUKUS” and “maintaining peace and stability in the region is the 
responsibility of all countries. It is critical for all countries to be a part of this effort”, and 
that Indonesia expects Australia to “remain consistent in fulfilling its obligations under the 
NPT and IAEA Safeguards, as well as to develop with the IAEA a verification mechanism 
that is effective, transparent and non-discriminatory”.  

• Fiji: remarks from PM Rabuka to media (following a bilateral meeting with PM Albanese) 
that he “backed” AUKUS and had been assured by Australia that AUKUS would not 
affect the Treaty of Rarotonga or the NPT. PM Rabuka also suggested that there might 
be employment opportunities for Fijians under AUKUS. 

• Samoa: comments from PM Mata’afa during a speech in Canberra,  
 – “this is how Australia sees its role in 

the security aspects of the region, and we understand that”. 
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