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Tēnā koe  
 
Official Information Act request:  Victoria Cross of New Zealand medals 
 
Thank you for your Official Information Act (Act) request received on 21 April 2024. You 
requested: 
 

“I am writing to request any information, briefings, or other documentation that 
the DPMC holds on the making of and material composition of Victoria Cross 
of New Zealand medals, including (but not limited to): 
 
1. the metalsmith who was used to cast Corporal William Apiata VC's medal 
2. the metalsmith who would be used to cast future VC medals 
3. the source of the metal used to cast Corporal Apiata's medal 
4. the source of the metal that would be used to cast future VC medals 
5. the cost of casting a VC medal, including both the material and labour” 

 
Your requests have been numbered for ease of reference. 
 
Background 
The Victoria Cross was created by Queen Victoria in 1856 to recognise acts of 
gallantry in the presence of the enemy by members of the armed forces, regardless of 
rank. In 1999, New Zealand discontinued use of the British honours and awards 
system and retained the Victoria Cross as New Zealand’s highest gallantry award, 
instituting the Victoria Cross under a New Zealand warrant, naming it the Victoria Cross 
for New Zealand. The Victoria Cross for New Zealand (and the New Zealand Cross, for 
an act of bravery) precedes all other New Zealand Royal Honours and awards in the 
Order of Wear. The Victoria Cross for New Zealand is awarded “For most conspicuous 
gallantry, or some daring or pre-eminent act of valour or self-sacrifice or extreme 
devotion to duty in the presence of the enemy or of belligerents”.  
 
Questions 1 and 3: Corporal Apiata’s VC insignia 
The insignia presented to Corporal Apiata at his investiture was purchased from 
Hancocks of London. It is identical in design to, and is cast in the same gunmetal from 
guns captured from the Russian Army during the Crimean War, as the British Victoria 
Cross.  
 












