EXECUTIVE COUNCIL CHAMBERS

16 May 2024

Ref: OIA-2023/24-0778
Téena koe
Official Information Act request: Victoria Cross of New Zealand medals

Thank you for your Official Information Act (Act) request received on 21 April 2024. You
requested:

“l am writing to request any information, briefings, or other documentation that
the DPMC holds on the making of and material composition of Victoria Cross
of New Zealand medals, including (but not limited to):

1. the metalsmith who was used to cast Corporal William Apiata VC's medal
2. the metalsmith who would be used to cast future VC medals

3. the source of the metal used to cast Corporal Apiata's medal

4. the source of the metal that would be used to cast future VC medals

5. the cost of casting a VC medal, including both the material and labour”

Your requests have been numbered for ease of reference.

Background

The Victoria Cross was created by Queen Victoria in 1856 to recognise acts of
gallantry in the presence of the enemy by members of the armed forces, regardless of
rank. In 1999, New Zealand discontinued use of the British honours and awards
system and retained the Victoria Cross as New Zealand’s highest gallantry award,
instituting the Victoria Cross under a New Zealand warrant, naming it the Victoria Cross
for New Zealand. The Victoria Cross for New Zealand (and the New Zealand Cross, for
an act of bravery) precedes all other New Zealand Royal Honours and awards in the
Order of Wear. The Victoria Cross for New Zealand is awarded “For most conspicuous
gallantry, or some daring or pre-eminent act of valour or self-sacrifice or extreme
devotion to duty in the presence of the enemy or of belligerents”.

Questions 1 and 3: Corporal Apiata’s VC insignia

The insignia presented to Corporal Apiata at his investiture was purchased from
Hancocks of London. It is identical in design to, and is cast in the same gunmetal from
guns captured from the Russian Army during the Crimean War, as the British Victoria
Cross.
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| am releasing to you a fact sheet that records Hancocks of London as the
manufacturer of the Victoria Cross insignia and identifies the metal from which it is
made.

You can find more on the Victoria Cross on Hancocks of London’s website here:
https://www.hancocks-london.com/about-us/victoria-cross/.

DPMC does not hold information as to the identity of the metalsmith at Hancocks of
London who was used to cast this insignia. | am therefore refusing this part of your
request under section 18(e) of the Act on the basis that the information requested does
not exist.

Questions 2 and 4: Future Victoria Cross insignia

The Honours Unit currently holds two presentation Victoria Cross insignia also made by
Hancocks of London from the same metal as that used for Corporal Apiata’s insignia,
for future recipients of this award.

No decisions have been made about procurement of, or metal for, Victoria Cross
insignia that are yet to be made. | am therefore refusing this part of your request under
section 18(e) of the Act on the basis that the information requested does not exist.

Question 5: Cost of casting VC insignia

DPMC does not hold information relating to the cost of casting a Victoria Cross
insignia. | am therefore refusing this part of your request under section 18(e) of the Act
on the basis that the information requested does not exist.

I note that DPMC holds information about the price paid to Hancocks of London for the
insignia awarded to Corporal Apiata and the two presentation insignia the Honours Unit
holds. If you wish to request that information, we would need to consult Hancocks of
London to understand if that information is commercially sensitive.

You have the right to ask the Ombudsman to investigate and review my decision under
section 28(3) of the Act.

This response will be published on the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet’'s
website during our regular publication cycle. Typically, information is released monthly,
or as otherwise determined. Your personal information including name and contact
details will be removed for publication.

Naku noa, na

Nicola Purvis
Acting Clerk of the Executive Council
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