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Ref: OIA-2024/25-1022 
Tēnā koe  
 
Official Information Act request: Correspondence regarding the cabinet manual 
 
On 2 July, you requested:  
 

Can the Cabinet Office please release all correspondence to Ministers’ offices about 
the Cabinet Manual information/rules/guidelines? The time period of my request is the 
current term of Parliament. It’s in the public interest to know if ministers are 
transgressing against the Cabinet Manual or getting close, and requiring warnings, 
and how often. Please release the information in electronically searchable form and 
include all email attachments. 

 
We asked you to refine that request and on 10 July you explained:  
 

What I’m after is advice based on ministerial comments and conflicts of interest, please, if 
it could be narrowed to that. Daily/iterative/general advice should be excluded. 

 
We have interpreted your refined request as being for advice relating to ministerial 
comments and advice relating to ministerial conflicts of interest, provided by the 
Cabinet Office during the current term of Parliament.  
 
Refusal of request  
I have decided to refuse your request on the basis of section 18(f) of the OIA – the 
information requested cannot be made available without substantial collation or 
research. The reasons for that refusal are as follows:  
 
We have consulted with you about the scope of your request, as required by section 
18B of the OIA. Your refined request is not limited by date (other than this term of 
Parliament), Minister, or topic (other than ministerial comments and conflicts generally). 
The Cabinet Office regularly provides advice to Ministers on conflict of interest matters. 
That advice occurs:  
 

 following the appointment of a new administration (Cabinet Office meets with all 
new Ministers for a confidential discussion of conflicts matters);  

 as part of regular six-monthly reviews of all Ministers’ interests; and  
 throughout the year, as conflict of interest issues arise. 

We are aware of more than 4,000 documents that would have to be reviewed in order 
to respond to your request. It is likely that not all of these documents will be in scope 






