10 June 2026

Ref: OlIA-2025/26-0720
Téna koe

Official Information Act request: Conflicts of interest relating to the gene technology
reform programme

Thank you for your Official Information Act (the Act) request received on 12 May 2026. You
requested:

This request is made pursuant to the Official Information Act 1982. It seeks
information relating to conflict-of-interest identification, financial interest assessment,
and decision-making integrity in connection with the Gene Technology reform
programme.
2.Scope of Request

A. Conflict of Interest Identification

- Documents identifying any actual, potential, or perceived conflicts
involving Judith Collins

- Includes internal assessments, briefings, emails, and meeting records
B. Financial Interest Consideration
- Documents assessing any financial interests relevant to decision-making

- Any reference to direct or indirect financial benefit arising from policy
decisions

C. Conflict Management Measures

- Steps taken to declare, manage, or mitigate conflicts

- Recusal decisions or delegation of authority
E. Register Cross-Checks

- Any checks against the Register of Pecuniary Interests
F. Internal Commentary

- Documents identifying risks, concerns, or critique of decision-making
integrity

Your request was transferred to the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet (DPMC)
from The Treasury under section 14(b)(i) of the Act.

CABINET OFFICE, PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS, WELLINGTON 6011, NEW ZEALAND
Telephone: +64 (4) 830 5010. Email: CabinetOffice@dpmc.govt.nz
www.dpmc.govt.nz



We have interpreted your request to be for information from this administration relating to
“conflict of interest identification, financial interest assessment and decision-making
integrity in connection with the Gene Technology reform programme”.

The Cabinet Office on behalf of the Prime Minister, supports Ministers in identifying and
managing conflicts of interest that may arise in relation to their portfolios or other ministerial
responsibilities.

Successive Ombudsmen have long held the view that Cabinet Office advice to Ministers is
inherently confidential. Itis in the public interest that the Cabinet Office can obtain and assess
this information and provide advice to Ministers on how to solve them. Details regarding
conflicts of interest are not generally disclosed, in order to ensure the confidentiality of
Cabinet proceedings, to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs and in some cases to
protect personal privacy.

The Cabinet Office holds information that falls within the scope of 2F of your request
specifically relating to ‘decision-making integrity’ in connection with the Gene Technology
reform programme. | have decided to release this information to you in part, withholding
information where appropriate under the following sections of the Act:

e section 9(2)(a), to protect the privacy of individuals;
¢ section 9(2)(h), to maintain legal professional privilege;

e section 9(2)(g)(i), to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through the free
and frank expression of opinion.

In making my decision, in accordance with section 9(1) of the Act | have considered whether
the public interest in disclosure outweighs the need to withhold the information, and | have
concluded that it does not.

This information relates to Hon Goldsmith acting as the Acting Attorney-General for the Gene
Technology Bill. Hon Goldsmith was appointed as Acting Attorney-General on 29 April 2024,
for the purpose of exercising all law officer functions of the Attorney-General including
advising on rule of law considerations in relation to specified significant policy initiatives and
matters where Hon Collins had a conflict of interest — see the warrant, here. Related
information was also proactively released by DPMC, see here.

Having a different Minister be the Acting Attorney-General when the Attorney-General is
responsible for a significant policy initiative (in another ministerial portfolio) helps to maintain
decision-making integrity by avoiding any perception that the Attorney-General may not act
impartially in relation to that initiative.

The Gene Technology Bill was identified as a significant policy initiative within Hon Collins
portfolio, as the Minister of Science, Innovation and Technology at the time. The standing
warrant appointing Hon Goldsmith as the Acting Attorney-General was therefore engaged.

You also requested information relating to checks against the Register of Pecuniary Interests.
At the standard six-monthly meetings with Ministers about their conflicts of interest, the
Cabinet Office brings the Ministers’ latest entry from the MPs’ pecuniary interests register to
the discussion. This is so that Ministers can signal to the Cabinet Office if advice is required
relating to these interests, from a Cabinet Manual perspective. Advice and guidance on MPs’
obligations relating to these registers (and related declarations) is provided to members by
the Registrar of Pecuniary Interests, not the Cabinet Office. The Registers are publicly
available — here.

You have the right to ask the Ombudsman to investigate and review my decision under
section 28(3) of the Act.


https://gazette.govt.nz/notice/id/2024-vr1993
https://www.dpmc.govt.nz/publications/ministers-interests-2023-2024
https://www3.parliament.nz/en/mps-and-electorates/members-financial-interests/

This response will be published on the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet’s
website during our regular publication cycle. Typically, information is released monthly, or as
otherwise determined. Your personal information including name and contact details will be
removed for publication.

Naku noa, na

Rachel Hayward
Secretary of the Cabinet



From: Nicola Purvis [DPMC]

To: Cassie Nicholson; ~Crownlaw: Una Jagose
Bec: i i

Subject: RE: Gene Tech Bill - re AG standing warrant
Date: Thursday, 20 June 2024 3:03:36 pm

Attachments: image001.png

Thanks Cassie. We're comfortable with your proposed briefing to the AG. Let us know if she wants to go ahead with triggering the
Acting AG arrangement and we can put a note to the PM.
Nga mihi

Nicals qu/
N

From: Cassie Nicholson <Cassie.Nicholson@pco.govt.nz>

Sent: Wednesday, June 19, 2024 5:41 PM

To: ~CrownlLaw: Una Jagose <una.jagose@crownlaw.govt.nz>; Nicola Purvis [DPMC] <Nicola.Purvis@dpmc.govt.nz>

Subject: Gene Tech Bill - re AG standing warrant O\

Kia ora korua







From: Nicola Purvis [DPMC

To: EXT: Cassie Nicholson; ~CrownlLaw: Una Jagose

Ce: 2PCO: Richard Wallace; Rachel Hayward [DPMC]

Subject: RE: Briefing to AG - Acting AG warrant - Gene Technology Bill
Date: Monday, 24 June 2024 11:47:45 am

Attachments: image002.png
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Briefing to AG - Acting AG warrant - Gene Technology Bill.docx

Morena Cassie

Your briefing (attached) looks good to us. Our only specific comment is that the reference to the PM at the top of page 3 should say
“we will work with the Cabinet Office to seek the Prime Minister’s consent” — to be consistent with the letter to Hon Goldsmith.

Nga mihi
Nicola

Nicola Purvis (she/her)

Deputy Secretary of the Cabinet (Constitutional and Honours)
Cabinet Office, Executive Wing,

Parliament Buildings, Wellington 6011, New Zealand

Direct dial: +64 4 831 4824 Mobile:59(2)(@)
Email: Nicola.purvis@dpmc.govt.nz

The Cabinet Office is a business unit of the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet.

From: Cassie Nicholson <Cassie.Nicholson@pco.govt.nz>

Sent: Friday, June 21, 2024 12:31 PM

To: Nicola Purvis [DPMC] <Nicola.Purvis@dpmc.govt.nz>; ~CrownlLaw: Una Jagose <una.jagose@crownlaw.govt.nz>
Cc: ~PCO: Richard Wallace <Richard.Wallace@pco.govt.nz>

Subject: Briefing to AG - Acting AG warrant - Gene Technology Bill

Kia ora korua

Aku mihi, C
Cassie Nicholson | she/Her
oooooooo Tumuaki | Chief Parliamentary Counsel
Te Tari Tohutohu Paremata | Parliamentary Counsel Office
. 2 The Terrace |'PO Box 18 070 | Wellington 6160
2]

M_ E cassie.nicholson@pco.govt.nz
,! w | - - | o ILi

Parliamentary Counsel Office Te Tari Tohutohu Paremata

Level 13 Reserve Bank Building 2 The Terrace
PO Box 18 070
Wellington 6160

New Zealand
Phone: +64 4 333 1000
Website: www.pco.govi.nz Free access to NZ legislation: www.legislation.govt.nz

The information in this email (including any attachments) may be confidential and subject to legal privilege. If the
information has been given a security classification, it must be handled in accordance with that classification.

If you are not the intended recipient of this email, you must not read, copy, use, or distribute its contents. If this email has
been received in error, please contact the sender and delete the email immediately. Thank you.
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Click to choose security classification.

Cassie Nicholson Hon Judith Collins KC
Chief Parliamentary Counsel ‘\ Attorney-General
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Q
O‘\
&

€>Q}
\)Q

Acting Attorney-General warrant Page3of3



From: Cameron Burrows

To: Nicola Purvis [DPMC

Cc: Belinda Clarke [DPMC]

Subject: RE: For your decision: Acting Attorney-General for Gene Technology Bill
Date: Wednesday, 27 November 2024 5:31:04 pm

Attachments: image001.png

| am happy to agree this on his behalf.
Cam

Cameron Burrows
Chief of Staff
Office of Rt Hon Chris Luxon

s9(2)(a)

From: Nicola Purvis [DPMC] <Nicola.Purvis@dpmc.govt.nz>

Sent: Wednesday, 27 November 2024 5:05 PM

To: Cameron Burrows <Cameron.Burrows@parliament.govt.nz>

Cc: Belinda Clarke [DPMC] <Belinda.Clarke@dpmc.govt.nz>

Subject: For your decision: Acting Attorney-General for Gene Technology Bill

Hi Cam

As you might remember, Hon Goldsmith.has been appointed the Acting Attorney-General to
exercise all law officer functions in relation to specified significant policy initiatives in Hon Judith
Collins KC’s name.

“Specified significant policy initiatives” are identified by letter from Hon Collins to Hon
Goldsmith, with the PM’s consent (and should also be mentioned in all new policy papers that
Hon Collins bringsto Cabinet). Hon Collins would like the Gene Technology Bill to be such an
initiative, ahead of it being considered by LEG on 5 December. (Hon Goldsmith will need to sign
off on the Bill'of Rights vet).

Would-you like us to do a note to the PM for his weekend bag to seek his consent? Or is this
something you could agree on his behalf?

Thanks
Nicola
Nicola Purvis (she/her)
Deputy Secretary of the Cabinet (Constitutional and Honours)
.- Cabinet Office, Executive Wing,

Parliament Buildings, Wellington 6011, New Zealand

Direct dial: S9(2)(a) 4 Mobile: +59(2)(a)
Email: Nicola.purvis@dpmc.govt.nz



The Cabinet Office is a business unit of the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet.

The information contained in this email message is for the attention of the intended recipient only and is not
necessarily the official view or communication of the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet. If you are not
the intended recipient you must not disclose, copy or distribute this message or the information in it. If you have
received this message in error, please destroy the email and notify the sender immediately.



From: Madeline Jones

To: Nicola Purvis [DPMC

Cc: Belinda Clarke [DPMC]

Subject: RE: Acting Attorney-General - Bill of Rights advice
Date: Thursday, 28 November 2024 1:11:30 pm
Attachments: image001.jpg

Thank you so much for confirming that, Nicola.

| have asked Mol to draft a response, and will send through to you both for review please if you
do not mind?

Really appreciate your help with this!

Nga mihi,
Maddie

From: Nicola Purvis [DPMC] <Nicola.Purvis@dpmc.govt.nz>
Sent: Wednesday, 27 November 2024 7:13 PM

To: Madeline Jones <Madeline.Jones@parliament.govt.nz>
Cc: Belinda Clarke [DPMC] <Belinda.Clarke@dpmc.govt.nz>
Subject: Re: Acting Attorney-General - Bill of Rights advice

You’re welcome Maddie! PMO have confirmed consent on the PM’s behalf to this
arrangement so you can go ahead with sending the letter tomorrow. Belinda and |
would be happy to review a draftif that would help.

Nga mihi

Nicola

From: Madeline Jones <Madeline.Jones@parliament.govt.nz>
Sent: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 5:40:14 PM

To: Nicola Purvis. [DPMC] <Nicola.Purvis@dpmec.govt.nz>

Cc: Belinda Clarke [DPMC] <Belinda.Clarke@dpmc.govt.nz>
Subject: RE: Acting Attorney-General - Bill of Rights advice

Kia ora Nicola and Bel,
Thank you so much for all of your help today!

Nga mihi nui,
Maddie

From: Nicola Purvis [DPMC] <Nicola.Purvis@dpmc.govt.nz>




From: Nicola Purvis [DPMC

To: Madeline Jones

Cc: Belinda Clarke [DPMC]

Subject: RE: Gene Technology Bill - Letter from the Attorney to Acting Attorney-General
Date: Friday, 29 November 2024 1:14:47 pm

Attachments: image001.jpg

20241128 Gene Technology Bill Letter from AG to Hon Goldsmith.docx
Letter to Hon Paul Goldsmith re Appointment as Acting AG.pdf

Kia ora Maddie

The letter looks good to me. My only comment is whether “from the date of this letter” should
be added to the last sentence of the letter?

Nga mihi
Nicola

From: Madeline Jones <Madeline.Jones@parliament.govt.nz>

Sent: Friday, November 29, 2024 9:30 AM

To: Nicola Purvis [DPMC] <Nicola.Purvis@dpmc.govt.nz>; Belinda Clarke [DPMC]
<Belinda.Clarke@dpmc.govt.nz>

Subject: Fwd: Gene Technology Bill - Letter from the Attorney'to Acting Attorney-General

Good morning Nicola and Belinda,

Thank you so much for all of your help with this'so far. | attach the draft letter from Mol. Please
let me know if you have any further thoughts.

Nga mihi nui,
Maddie

From: Madeline Jones <Madeline.Jones@parliament.govt.nz>

Sent: Friday, November 29, 2024 9:07 AM

To: Julie Johnston <Julie.Johnston@parliament.govt.nz>

Subject: Gene Technology Bill - Letter from the Attorney to Acting Attorney-General

Morning Julie,

Please see attached draft letter from the Attorney to the Acting Attorney-General. As previously
discussed, this is regarding the transfer of all law officer functions in relation to the Gene Tech
Bill. And has come about due to the need for the Acting Attorney-General to consider the BORA

advice for the Gene Tech Bill.

Cab Office has confirmed that the PM has consented to this arrangement. They have also agreed
to review a copy of the attached letter, but | wanted to send through to you first.

Please let me know if you have any questions at all.

Many thanks,






Sent: Wednesday, 27 November 2024 10:59 AM

To: Madeline Jones <Madeline.Jones@parliament.govt.nz>
Cc: Belinda Clarke [DPMC] <Belinda.Clarke@dpmc.govt.nz>
Subject: RE: Acting Attorney-General - Bill of Rights advice

Morena Maddie
In the PM’s letter to Hon Goldsmith about his appointment as Acting Attorney-General, he said:

The specified significant policy initiatives and conflicts of interest that are covered by the
proposed appointment should be identified by letter from the Attorney-General to the
Acting Attorney-General, with my consent. In addition, Cabinet papers for new policy
initiatives in Hon Collins’ other portfolios should also identify if the proposals are
sufficiently “significant” so as to trigger the requirement for the Acting-Attorney-General
to carry out the law officer functions.

Do you know if the Cabinet paper mentioned the A-G role? As to the'letter from Hon Collins to
Hon Goldsmith, we are happy to help with this and seek the PM’s/PMO’s consent if you need. If
you are happy to go ahead without us, could you copy us into the final letter?

Thanks
Nicola

From: Madeline Jones <Madeline.Jones@parliament.govt.nz>
Sent: Wednesday, November 27, 2024/9:38 AM

To: Nicola Purvis [DPMC] <Nicola.Purvis@dpmec.govt.nz>
Subject: Acting Attorney-General - Bill of Rights advice

Kia ora Nicola,

| was wondering about the process for initiating the acting warrant for the Acting Attorney-
General?

There is a Bill of Rights advice for the Gene Technology Bill which is Hon Collins’ Bill in her role as
Minister of Science, Innovation and Technology. So, it will need to go to the Acting Attorney.

Feel free to give me a call anytime if you would prefer to discuss.

Nga mihi nui,
Maddie
Madeline Jones
Private Secretary (Attorney-General) | Office of Hon Judith
Collins MP KC

Attorney-General | Minister of Defence | Minister for Digitising Government




Minister Responsible for the GCSB | Minister Responsible for the NZSIS
Minister of Science, Innovation and Technology | Minister for Space

s9(2)(a) | Madeline.Jones@parliament.govt.nz
Private Bag 18041, Parliament Buildings, Wellington 6160, New Zealand

The information contained in this email message is for the attention of the intended recipient only and is not
necessarily the official view or communication of the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet. If you are not
the intended recipient you must not disclose, copy or distribute this message or the information in it. If you -have
received this message in error, please destroy the email and notify the sender immediately.

The information contained in this email message is for the attention of the intended recipient only and is not
necessarily the official view or communication of the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet. If you are not
the intended recipient you must not disclose, copy or distribute this message or the information in it. If you have
received this message in error, please destroy the email and notify the sender immediately.



From: Nicola Purvis [DPMC

To: EXT: Cassie Nicholson
Cc: Rachel Hayward [DPMC]; Jessica Gorman [DPMC]
Subject: Gene Technology Bill - Hon Goldsmith is now the Acting AG
Date: Monday, 2 December 2024 2:37:56 pm
Attachments: 2024 12 02 to Minister Goldsmith.pdf
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Kia ora Cassie

Just passing this on in case you hadn’t seen it.

Nga mihi
Nicola
Nicola Purvis (she/her)
Deputy Secretary of the Cabinet (Constitutional and Honours)
_. Cabinet Office, Executive Wing,
= Parliament Buildings, Wellington 6011, New Zealand
Direct dial: S9(2)(a) Mobile:S9(2)(a)

Email: Nicola.purvis@dpmc.govt.nz

The Cabinet Office is a business unit of the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet.














