
5157142 
Executive Wing, Parliament Buildings, Wellington, New Zealand 6011 

  64 4 817 9698  www.dpmc.govt.nz 

22 June 2026 
Ref: OIA-2025/26-0740 

Tēnā koe , 

Official Information Act request relating to briefings from April 2026 

Thank you for your Official Information Act 1982 (the Act) request, which was received by the 
Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet (DPMC) on 20 May 2026. You requested: 

“Could I please request, under the Official Information Act, the following advice given to 
the Prime Minister in April 2026? 
[1]. Arrangements for ministerial reshuffle on Tuesday 7 April (2 Apr 2026) 
[2]. Technical note on NZCVS (13 Apr 2026) 
[3]. Updating Cabinet Committee Membership following the April 2026 Reshuffle (14 
Apr 2026) 
[4]. Memo: Cabinet paper – update on the Government’s response to the COVID-19 
Royal Commission (24 Apr 2026) 
[5]. Health Target, Housing & Justice Dashboards – April 2026.” 

For ease of reference, I have numbered your request. 

Information being released 

I have decided to release copies of the documents listed below, subject to information being 
withheld as noted. The relevant grounds under which information has been withheld are: 

• 9(2)(a), to protect the privacy of individuals

• 9(2)(f)(iv), to maintain the confidentiality of advice tendered by or to Ministers and
officials

• 9(2)(g)(i), to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through the free and frank
expression of opinion.

Item Date Document description Decision 

1 2 April 2026 Arrangements for ministerial reshuffle on 
Tuesday 7 April  

Release, some 
information withheld 
under s9(2)(a) and 
s9(2)(f)(iv). 

2 13 April 2026 Technical note on NZCVS Release, some 
information withheld 
under s9(2)(f)(iv) and 
s9(2)(g)(i). 

3 17 April 2026 Updating Cabinet Committee Membership 
following the April 2026 Reshuffle  

Release, some 
information withheld 
under s9(2)(a). 

4 23 April 2026 Memo: Cabinet paper – update on the 
Government’s response to the COVID-19 Royal 
Commission  

Release, some 
information withheld 
under s9(2)(f)(iv) and 
s9(2)(g)(i) 
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Item Date Document description Decision 

5 30 April 2026 Health Target, Housing & Justice Dashboards – 
April 2026 

Release, some 
information withheld 
under s9(2)(f)(iv) and 
s9(2)(g)(i). 

In making my decision, I have considered the public interest considerations in section 9(1) of 
the Act. No public interest has been identified that would be sufficient to outweigh the 
reasons for withholding that information. 

You have the right to ask the Ombudsman to investigate and review my decision under 
section 28(3) of the Act. 

This response will be published on the DPMC website during our regular publication cycle. 
Typically, information is released monthly, or as otherwise determined. Your personal 
information including name and contact details will be removed for publication. 

Nāku noa, nā 

Janine Smith 
Deputy Chief Executive 
Policy Group and Delivery Unit 
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Appendix 1: Excerpts from NZCVS 2025 (Cycle 8) relevant to Target 4, released 19 March 
Source 1: Media release https://www.justice.govt.nz/about/news-and-media/media-releases/new-survey-shows-drop-in-crime/ 

The proportion of adults who were victims of violent offences was significantly lower in 2025 (three percent) than in both 2024 and 
2018 (four percent).  

Today’s results are for the whole of the NZCVS, while data released in February focused on violent crime. This showed there 
were 49,000 fewer victims of violent crime in the year to October 2025 than two years previously. 

Source 2: Key Results document – Summary section 

Fewer victims of violent offending since 2018, but number of violent incidents remains flat  

In 2025, 5% of adults were victims of interpersonal violence, a significant drop from 7% in 2018. This was driven by decreases n 
both violent offences and threats and damage offences. The decline was mostly among one-off victims rather than repeat victims  
As a result, there was no similar decrease in the number of incidents.   

The proportion of adults experiencing violent offences (physical and sexual assault, and robbery) fell significantly to 3% in 2025, 
down from 4% in 2024 and 4% in 2018. The decrease was due to reductions in physical assaults and robbery.  

Source 3: Key Results document – Violent Offences section 

There were significant decreases in the overall violent offence prevalence rate between 2025 (3%) and 2024 (4%), and between 
2025 and 2018 (4%). The physical offence prevalence rate significantly decreased between 2025 (2%) and 2018 (3%). 

There were no significant difference in the overall violent offence incidence rate between 2025 and 2024  or between 2025 and 
2018. 

Source 4: Key Results 

Table 11. Prevalence counts and rates for violent offences 

Table 12. Incidence counts and rates for violent offences 
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