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Tēnā koe , 
 

Official Information Act request relating to child poverty modelling 
 
Thank you for your Official Information Act 1982 (the Act) request, which was received by the 
Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet (DPMC) on 7 July 2026. You requested: 
 

“[…] all information held by DPMC relating to the statutory review of the child poverty 
targets undertaken during 2023 and 2024. 
 
In particular, I request: 

1. All documents explaining or supporting the conclusion that achieving the 
existing statutory child poverty targets would require investment "in the region of 
$3 billion per year." 

2. All modelling, analysis, spreadsheets, calculations and assumptions used to 
derive that estimate. 

3. All advice received from the Treasury, MSD or other agencies regarding the 
feasibility and cost of meeting the statutory targets. 

4. All inter-agency correspondence discussing: 
a. whether the targets remained achievable; 
b. alternative target options; 
c. policy packages that could achieve the targets; and 
d. the costs of achieving them. 

5. Any Cabinet papers, Cabinet minutes, briefings, presentations and aide 
memoires prepared for Ministers concerning the review of the statutory child 
poverty targets. 

6. Any advice comparing different policy packages and their expected impact on 
the statutory child poverty measures. 

7. Any documents discussing the reasons why the Government decided to amend 
the intermediate targets rather than recommend additional policy investment. 

8. Any peer review or quality assurance undertaken on the modelling or estimates. 

Where documents contain modelling prepared by another agency, I request that these 
be released if held by DPMC or otherwise 
If the DPMC believes another agency holds part of the material, please transfer that 
part of the request under section 14 of the Official Information Act, rather than refusing 
it.” 

 
On 15 July 2026, we notified you of our decision to transfer parts of your request to the 
Treasury and the Ministry of Social Development (MSD) under section 14(b) of the Act, as 
they either held the information requested or were better placed to consider information more 
closely connected to their functions. The present response covers any relevant information 
held by DPMC, that is not covered by the transfers to the Treasury and MSD, for the period 1 
January 2023 to 31 December 2024. 
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You have the right to ask the Ombudsman to investigate and review my decision under 
section 28(3) of the Act. 
 
This response will be published on the DPMC website during our regular publication cycle. 
Typically, information is released monthly, or as otherwise determined. Your personal 
information including name and contact details will be removed for publication. 
 
 
Nāku noa, nā 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Janine Smith 
Deputy Chief Executive, Policy and Delivery Unit 
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